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Call of the Yukon 
by Ken Dewerson 
 
 Fred Dorward a member of the Whitehorse Gem 
& Mineral Club, saw a need to invigorate the activities of 
his club, he identified a requirement for some hands on 
training for the general membership, not only for the 
Whitehorse club but also for the native Yukon people of 
Carmacks who live close to three claims that the club 
held. The local club members didn't feel that they were 
qualified to teach the techniques of cabochon making so 
Fred made a request to the B.C. Society to assist them 
with the teaching.  
 Unfortunately for the Federation and all rock-
hounds Fred Dorward passed away in June of 2000. 
 Early in 2002 Walter Bilawich, another driving 
force of the Whitehorse Club took on Fred's vision, and 
requested assistance with the teaching of the LittleSa-
mon\Carmacks First Nation 
 The request was passed down to a willing volun-
teer, myself, Ken Dewerson, who took the request to the 
Gem & Mineral Federation annual meeting in Calgary.  
 The objectives of the Federation are to Promote 
interest and education in the various Earth Sciences, to 
provide assistance and guidance to Regional and Provin-
cial Federations and to sponsor various activities. With 
this in mind, it was decided to sponsor in part my trip to 
the Yukon  
 Most of the Yukon was heavily glaciated, and as 
a result all the gravel deposits are well sorted. This 
means that you can find almost anything in gravel pits 
and in river and steam gravels. Carmacks is 100 miles 
north of Whitehorse, a promising rockhound area is north-
west of Carmacks running for about 80 miles and cover-
ing 1800 sq. miles or more. Carmacks is virtually sur-
rounded by Tertiary volcanics. They form prominent out-
crops in the area, the striking cliffs west of the village be-
ing the most noticeable. Many of these flows character-
ized by amygdalodal lava and base are sometimes sepa-
rated by spaces. Both amygdaloids and spaces may be 
filled with  
jasper, agate, chalcedony, quartz crystal, calcite, and\or  
zeolites. One claim held by the Club is 4.5 miles north of  

½ mile from a posted sign on the highway. Two geologists 
from Vancouver recently explored the whole mountain 
area and discovered nodules everywhere, to 4 inches, 
they ranged from red jasper, moss agate as well as hol-
low to druzy quartz. 6.5 miles south of Carmacks is an 
other claim marker on the west side of the highway, black 
agate, white plume agate and smoky iris chalcedony have 
been found at this location. In the Carmacks Store is a 
display of beautiful blue agate and botroidal chalcedony 
collected by a local native. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I left Kelowna and arrived in Whitehorse May 21st, I was 
met by club members Walter and Bob Gates, who drove 
me to Carmacks to meet Morris Skookum of the Car-
macks Little Salmon Band. For lapidary equipment, a Ge-
nie was borrowed from Sherrel and Rivest of Yukon Jew-
ellers, and a trim saw from Luke Lacasse, the mayor of 
Carmacks. Jewellery findings were donated by the B.C. 
Lapidary Society and a Cabochon display was borrowed 
from Chester Miller of Delta B.C. 

 In the 2 days of the classes, 10 students completed at 

least 1 piece of jewellery. I also managed to get in a field trip 

north of Carmacks at the Tier Agate location, where I found a 

12 inch vug full of red botroidal agate, however not having any 

equipment with me, the agate is still there.  

 Many natives, including the Band Chief, were unavail-

able to attend the sessions and requested a future training date.  

 My next trip to the Yukon will be to assist the White-

horse Club, and hopefully to retrieve that botryoidal agate.  

 

Photos courtesy of Ken Dewerson, 1120 Rock Club 

Blue agate from Carmacks. Yukon 
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Curious Coral 
Is it animal, vegetable or mineral? 
Rick Hudson 
 
A coral reef is a complex community, home to a quarter of 
all marine life. Yet all these creatures are dependent on a 
tiny creature a few millimetres long. How is this possible, 
and how did we first learn about the amazing life that 
pulses within the hard rock of a coral reef? 
 
At the heart of our story is a tiny animal called a polyp 
(from the Greek, meaning “many-footed”). Originally ap-
plied to octopi (which have many feet), 18

th
 century 

French scientists thought that the little coral creatures, 
with their waving tentacles, were like tiny squid.   

 
When young, they are free swimming, but later settle and 
create a calcium carbonate home in which to live. Lime-
stone, marble and dolomite are other forms of calcium 
carbonate, forming mountain ranges like the Rockies in 
Canada. Far above sea level, weathered limestone 
breaks down into dissolved calcium oxide and is carried 
away to the sea, where the polyps in turn use it as the 
base for their coral reef constructions. 
 
Two polyps are better than one 
Polyps are spawned by the millions, through sexual repro-
duction. However, there are no males or females – in-
stead, egg and sperm cells are both produced by the 
same polyp, at different times. Fertilised eggs are stored 
for a while, before being released at the same moment as 
those around it. Like most things in Nature, despite the 
enormous numbers that are in the water simultaneously, 
few survive. 
 
A newly hatched polyp is a tasty morsel for many preda-
tors, so it’s not long before it attaches itself to a firm base 
on the coral reef, using a sticky substance. It quickly de-
velops six small tentacles, which are followed by six 
more. At it grows, the tiny tentacles sweep the surround-
ing water, hunting for food particles. Most species also 
have tiny stinging cells, which allow them to stun prey. 
The polyp also begins to grow its exoposed 
skeleton. Drawing calcium oxide from the water, it builds 
a limestone tube, until it is protected in a narrow cup. 
 
One of the many extraordinary things about coral is that it 
can reproduce in two ways. The first is the traditional sex-
ual fertilization, but polyps can also ‘bud’, like plants, 
sending out shoots on either side. Depending on the spe-
cies, these buds have prescise angles, and when enough 
polyps bud enough times, the characteristic shapes of the  

many forms of coral become apparent – antler, brain, sea 
fan, mushroom, finger and many other types. As new pol-
yps form, they smother those below, building layer upon 
layer of limestone, in inexorable growth. 
 
Suitable conditions 
Reef building takes place in many localities around the 
world. We generally associate coral with tropical seas, 
and it is true that most major reefs are found between the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, but corals are also 
found off the New England coast, indeed, even in the 
chilly waters of Scandinavia. But usually, clean water and 
warm seas are the engines that drive coral reef growth. 
The true stony corals need temperatures above 20

0
C, 

and can easily be damaged by mud or sand, making them 
vulnerable to rivers swollen by upstream urbanisation or 
overgrazing. 
 
Dead coral is nearly always white (limestone), but living 
coral can be a rainbow of colours. The West Indies’ corals 
tend to be less interesting (green or rust), but the Pacific 
Ocean is another 
thing altogether, with brilliant lavenders, pinks, yellows 
and reds   

A coral’s best friend 
Symbiosis (from the Greek “living together”) occurs often 
in Nature, and nowhere is it more unusual than when pol-
yps and algae co-exist. The latter live in the tissues of the 
polyp. The polyps, being animals, extract oxygen from the 
water, and produce carbon dioxide as a by-product. Al-
gae, being plants, absorb carbon dioxide, which they use 
with starches to produce energy using photosynthesis. As 
a by-product, they give off oxygen as a waste. 
 
While it’s apparent that the algae benefit from this rela-
tionship, getting a steady supply of carbon dioxide plus 
shelter from the polyp, it’s not as clear why the opposite is 
true. Polyps easily get enough oxygen from the sea water 
surrounding them. However, it may be that the algae give 
their oxygen uptake a small boost, which favours the 
polyp’s survival. Photosynthesis needs sunlight, so from 
the algae’s point of view, clear water and sunshine are 
necessary. For this reason, active coral reefs are only 
found to a depth of about 50 metres. 
 
There is another strange dichotomy of tasks between al-
gae and polyps. During the day, the polyps draw in their 
tentacles, while the algae make full use of the light for 
their photosynthesis. For this reason, when early divers 
first explored coral reefs, all they saw were ‘dead’ lime-
stone walls. The polyps were asleep. But at night, a magi-
cal transformation takes place. The polyp’s tentacles 
emerge, and suddenly the entire reef is alive with tiny, 
waving arms, sweeping the pulsing waters for plankton. 
 
Different corals, different morals 
There are many different forms of coral, but they can be  
grouped in a number of simple classifications. The thin, 
finger-like shapes, like the staghorn and elkhorn corals, 
show branching, elegant arrangements. Quite different 
are the solid corals, like brain, mushroom and star, known 
as madrepores (literally “mother of stone”), since they 
provide the massive base upon which most coral reefs 
are built. 
 

The heart of 

the coral reef 

is the tiny 

polyp, barely 

3mm long. 

At night it’s 

waving tenta-

cles sweep 

the pulsing 

seawater for 

plankton 
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Only in 1700 did the Italian chemist Ferrante Imperato 
propose that these enormous structures (stretching in the 
case of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef for close to 3,000 
km), were actually built by an animal no larger than a few 
millimetres. In 1724 the French naturalist Jean-André 
Peyssonel wrote a thesis explaining that coral was an 
animal. The French academy was so outraged, it refused 
to publish his work! 
 
It’s not surprising that coral baffled early naturalists. Most 
are found in the tropics, and most scientists lived in the 
temperate zones. Studying living coral wasn’t an easy 
thing to do, and you must remember it was only in the 
middle of the 20

th
 century that Jacques Cousteau in-

vented the diving mask, which suddenly allowed clear 
observation of underwater life in situ. 

Most corals are harmless. You can stand on the solid 
ones, or brush past the antler varieties, without fear. The 
polyps don’t much care for the agitation, but are unable to 
retaliate. Not so the fire coral, which houses a double 
whammy that can produce a nasty rash on a careless 
swimmer. Fire coral looks different from other madrepores 
– it has no ripples or wrinkles. Instead, it appears to have 
blisters (as will you, if you aren’t careful). The tentacles of 
this polyp have a toxic poison to discourage contact, but 
there are also special stinging cells, which contain coiled 
up threads of considerable length. When disturbed, these 
shoot out into the surrounding water, and woe betide the 
careless diver who places a hand on a fire coral. He’ll only 
do it once! 
 
The most famous coral of all 
Not all corals are hard. Indeed, the alcyonarian or soft 
corals are a spongy, flexible group which differ from the 
traditional  
 
hard corals by having eight tentacles, rather than six. 
Many have a complex skeleton, formed from keratin, 
which allows them to flex, and bend with the surf’s surges. 
Keratin, you will remember, is the base protein found in 
hair, nails, horn, hoofs, and the quills of feathers. 
 
The best known of the alcyonarians is not found on coral 
reefs at all. It is the beautiful red finger coral corallium 
rubrum, that has a hard central core much prized for thou-
sands of years, and used in both jewellery and medicine. 
The inner core takes a good polish, and has been shaped 
into beads and rings at least since ancient Greek and Ro-
man times. It grows in deeper, cooler waters than other 
corals, and most commercial supplies have historically  
come from the Mediterranean (Algeria, Sardinia and  
 

Morocco) and Japanese Sea, although some are found in  
he Atlantic Ocean too. Like its sister alcyonarian black 
coral, it has never been seen on coral reefs. When 
dredged from the seabed, it has a soft outer rind that is 
rubbed away, revealing a dull inner core without holes, 
but often having knot-like bumps. When polished, it 
shines with a vitreous lustre, and has a Mohs Hardness of 
between 3 and 4. Small branches have a diameter of a 
few centimetres, and are graded for beads. Larger sec-
tions are used in intricate carvings. 
 
Red coral, in particular, has had a special place in the 
folklore of Tibet, Persia and Africa. Two thousand years 
ago, it was a sacred stone in India, and the Romans used 
it extensively to cure breathing disorders. Today, Italy is 
still a leader in the use of coral, producing expensive 
cameos, intaglio and figurines on a diminishing supply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The future is now 
And now for the bad news: the world’s reefs are in trou-
ble. Scientists estimate 10% are already destroyed, and 
70% could be gone in just 40 years, unless we change 
our ways. Here before the dinosaurs, 80% may be lost 
within a few human generations.  
 
Why should we worry? The fact is, we can't live without 
those tiny animals and their coral reefs. Let's count the 
ways: 
 
Food. Coral reef zones are home to a quarter of all ma-
rine plants and animals. Nearly a million species live on 
the reefs, or use them as nurseries to protect their young. 
Corals also support vast fisheries, that people depend 
upon for much of their protein. Reef collapse means fam-
ine.  
 
Shelter. Natural harbours take millennia to develop. Coral 
reefs provide sea walls against tides, storm surges, and 
hurricanes. They act as giant sand factories, creating 
limestone from dissolved minerals in seawater, and then 
leaving it behind as sand, to prevent shorelines from 
eroding. 
 
Medicine and other resources. Like rainforests, coral 
reefs are a centre of bio-diversity, a great reservoir of in-
triguing DNA we've hardly begun to explore, and natural 
compounds we don't yet understand.  
 
Fun and profit. Coral reefs are a vast amusement park, 
driving a tourist industry worth billions of dollars, in many 
cases propping up the economies of entire nations.  

Corallium rubrum 
is the red coral 
prized world-wide 
for centuries as a 
dense, red gem 
that makes fine 
beads and figu-
rines.  
Photo courtesy of 
the Natural His-

 
Coral reefs 
are the 
“rainforests” 
of the ocean, 
providing 
shelter for a 
quarter of all 
marine life. 
Photo cour-
tesy of 
NASA. 
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GARNETS AND GEMSTONES OF THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY 

By: James Laird, Laird Exploration Ltd. 
 
Garnet Deposits 
 Garnet deposits of the Slocan Valley are the 
result of high-grade metamorphism of pre-existing sedi-
mentary and volcanic rocks.  The type of garnet pre-
sent in metamorphic rocks is partly due to original 
chemical composition of the rocks, and partly due to 
the degree and timing of the heat and pressure condi-
tions.  Local variations of colour, crystal size, and clarity 
often produce a limited amount of usable facet-grade 
material, but only a few potentially economic areas 
have been discovered.  All garnets encountered to date 
are thought to be a mixture of almandine and pyrope 
garnet, from relatively pure red almandine at the 
Tedesco deposit, to rhodolite (a mix) with a cranberry-
pink colour on Slocan Ridge.  An exceptional internal 
brilliance when faceted is a notable characteristic of all 
Slocan gemstones. 
 
Slocan Ridge 
 The rhodolite garnet deposit on Slocan Ridge 
(Iolite/Blu Starr grid) was discovered in 1998.  The ex-
ploration crew consisting of James Laird, John Demers, 
and Malcolm Bulanoff hand-mined over 60 kilograms of 
coarse rough garnet crystal from about 2 tonnes of min-
eralized pegmatite.  Approximately 300 carats of fine 
faceted gemstones have been cut from the gem rough 
selected so far, with sizes up to 3 carats in finished 
weight.  The colour has been described as an intense 
cranberry red with hot pink overtones.  The garnet peg-
matite is located at the base of a large vertical cliff, and 
is limited in development potential due to a steep 300 
metre vertical climb from the nearest road. 
 The garnet crystals occur in a small pegmatite 
dike containing quartz-feldspar-biotite and garnet 
hosted within a deformed garnet-amphibolite layer.  
Minor amounts of graphite, pyrite and chalcopyrite are 
also present.  The mineralized pegmatite outcrop 
measured about 5 metres in length, varying from 30 to 
130 centimetres in thickness, and was mined to 3 me-
tres in depth.  The garnet occurs as irregularly distrib-
uted single crystals up to 10 centimetres in diameter 
and in vein-like masses up to 30 centimetres in width. 
 The method used to extract the garnet pegma-
tite was by cobra drilling close-spaced holes about one 
metre in depth along existing fracture systems, and 
then filling with an expanding fracturing agent 
(Betonamit).  The holes were left to swell overnight and 
then the fractured material was hand-mined with bars 
and heavy hammers.  The mineralized material was 
broken down and screened as much as feasible on site 
and backpacked down the mountain.  The material was 
cleaned using mild acid and water, and then broken 
down using cobbing pliers.  The clean gem rough ma-
terial was sent to Sri Lanka for faceting, and the final 
gemstones are among the finest garnets in the world. 
 

Tedesco Garnet 
 James, Christopher and Brendan Laird discov-
ered the Tedesco garnet deposit during the 2000 season.  
After trenching, measuring and sampling the deposit, we 
have come to the conclusion that it is the largest gem gar-
net deposit discovered in western Canada to date.  The 
inferred resource appears to be a minimum of 1000 ton-
nes of garnet ore, containing about 10% garnet, or ap-
proximately 100 tonnes of pure garnet, with some propor-
tion of gem material. 
 A flat-lying garnetiferous pegmatite sill varying 
from 30 to 50 centimetres in thickness is exposed for 30 
metres along a logging road in the Tedesco area.  Hand 
trenching has exposed at least four metres in width during 
the sampling phase, and the sill remains open to expan-
sion in all directions.  The garnetiferous sill is adjacent to 
a graphitic schist outcrop and a feldspar pegmatite sill, 
but the stratigraphic relationships are unclear due to shal-
low overburden cover.  Minor amounts of graphite, pyrite 
and chalcopyrite are also locally present in the pegmatite 
host rock. 
 The garnet occurs as irregularly distributed single 
crystals up to more than 10 centimetres in diameter and 
in intergrown crystalline masses up to 30 centimetres in 
width. The variety of garnet is almandine–pyrope of un-
known proportions and the colour is described as an in-
tense fiery red.  The average weight content of garnet to 
host rock is approximately 10%, based on the recent bulk 
sample results. The large garnet crystals occasionally 
display a regrowth of garnet in a parasitic internal crystal 
of the same colour, and which is often more transparent 
than the host garnet. 
 The garnet pegmatite rock was largely extracted 
by heavy hammers and bars, bagged in ore sacks and 
trucked to a secure facility in Nelson.  Seventy sacks of 
ore weighing a total of 2736 kilograms were collected in 
this fashion.  The pegmatite material was washed to re-
move surface dirt, and then broken down by hand using a 
hammer and anvil to extract the coarse rough garnet.  
The waste rock (2480 kg) was re-sealed in sacks, 
weighed and put into storage for future reference.  The 
coarse rough garnet was weighed (256 kg), soaked for 24 
hours in a bucket of muriatic acid to remove any surface 
staining, and then neutralized by rinsing the garnet re-
peatedly and soaking overnight in water. 
 The clean garnet was further broken down by 
gentle hammering to part any fractures and then by trim-
ming with carbide tipped cobbing pliers.  The coarse 
rough garnet was cleaned in acid again before final trim-
ming and gem rough selection.  Final gem rough selection 
used a strong directed light source and a 10-power hand 
lens and the resulting gem rough was divided into various 
size fractions and weighed.  At the time of this writing, the 
final gem rough selection process was still in progress 
with over 1000 carats extracted to date.  The bulk sample 
results indicate that the pegmatite sill carries approxi-
mately 10% by weight in coarse rough garnet crystal, 
which when reduced to gem rough will yield approxi-
mately 500 carats of gem rough per tonne of processed 
rock.  This equates to an inferred resource of over 
500,000 carats of gem rough, or possibly 150,000 carats 
of finished gems. 
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Aquamarine Beryl 
 Aquamarine beryl crystals of gem grade were 
discovered on the property in 1995.  The aqua crystals 
are a light green-blue colour and occur within a quartz-
feldspar-muscovite-tourmaline pegmatite dike with miaro-
litic cavities.  The main Peg 1 occurrence and other lesser 
zones are located near the southwest corner of the prop-
erty.  The sinuous and irregular Peg 1 dike is exposed for 
about 10 metres along strike and 2 metres in width, and is 
hosted within quartz-feldspar-biotite gneiss. 
 Approximately 20-25 aquamarine crystals were 
extracted from the Peg 1 pegmatite dike in 1996.  The 
crystals can reach 5 centimetres long by 1-1.5 centime-
tres in width (100-125 carats), and contain clear areas 
that would produce 0.5 carat gemstones.  Smokey and 
clear quartz, schorl tourmaline, and garnet are also found 
in Peg 1.  Quartz-tourmaline pegmatite dikes are of rela-
tively common occurrence throughout the property, often 
associated with 110* azimuth-trending narrow sub-vertical 
zones of folding and fracturing.  Non-gem aquamarine 
beryl crystals up to 4 centimetres by 5 centimetres in size 
have been found in large pegmatite float blocks located 
on the talus slope near the south Iolite showing on the Blu 
Starr/Iolite grid. 
 Several aquamarine-bearing dikes occur on the 
Slocan Gemstone Property proximal to the BQ claims on 
the ridge between Cowie and Airy creeks.  The two unit 
BQ claims are entirely contained within the property, and 
host blue-green aquamarine beryl, almandine-pyrope gar-
net and smokey quartz in miarolitic cavities in a tourma-
line pegmatite dike.  The largest aquamarine crystal dis-
covered to date from the BQ weighs 47.2 grams (236 car-
ats), and the largest faceted aqua weighs 5.26 carats.  
Garnet from this deposit has also been faceted, and the 
largest stone cut to date weighs 4.04 carats. 
 Emerald is the grass-green variety of beryl, and 
has not been identified as yet in the Slocan area.  Many 
of the known deposits of gem emerald around the world 
occur within very similar geological environments to the 
Valhalla Metamorphic Complex.  A conceptual model of a 
potential emerald deposit in the Slocan Valley requires 
proximity to major faulting and shearing, beryl-bearing 
pegmatites, and a geochemical source of chromium or 
vanadium such as ultrabasic rocks to create the emerald 
colour in the beryl crystals.  This geological environment 
would also support the deposition of chrysoberyl.  One of 
the varieties of chrysoberyl is better known as alexandrite, 
a rare and very expensive gemstone. 

Zircon 

 Zircon crystals of gem quality occur at the Blu Starr 

sapphire deposit.  Small light orange-brown crystals of zircon 

have provided gems up to 0.11 carat in weight.  Small, clear 

golden-yellow zircon crystals have been observed within the 

sapphire-bearing syenitic gneiss on the main highway at the Blu 

Starr.  Much larger but mostly opaque brown zircon crystals 

occur with the Blu Moon sapphire deposits.  The well-formed 

dipyramidal crystals at the Blu Moon can exceed 5 grams (25 

ct) in weight but are suitable only as specimens.  The sodalite 

and nepheline bearing gneiss under the Blu Moon sapphire de-

posit also carries large zircons, which are a semi-transparent 

light brown colour.  The present feeling is that the zircons have 

a limited possibility for economic gemstones, but the UV-active 

nature of the crystals and the close association with sapphire 

deposits makes them a valuable prospecting tool. 

 

Titanite 

 Titanite crystals (sphene) have been found at a number 

of locations on the claims.  A new deposit of yellow-brown 

opaque titanite crystals hosted in a small actinolite boudin was 

found near Sapphire Hill.  The only confirmed location of gem-

quality titanite is in the Tedesco area, where small amounts of 

dark brown to yellow-brown and the rare reddish variety of 

titanite occur in an amphibole gneiss and quartz veins.  The 

dark brown variety has cut gems up to 3 carats in weight, and 

one lively yellow-brown gem weighed 0.93 carats. 

 

Quartz 

 Several varieties of quartz occur associated with the 

pegmatite dikes.  Clear quartz crystal is relatively common in 

the pegmatite deposits and is often of flawless facet grade.  

Specimen crystals have been hand-mined in the past at a num-

ber of locations, notably at Peg 1 and in the Tedesco area, and 

more recently from the main I1 iolite deposit.  Rare, Japan-law 

quartz twins have been hand-mined near Berry Creek above 

Little Slocan Lake. 

 

Rose Quartz 

 Rose quartz gems of a pale bluish-pink colour up to 

1.5 carats in weight have been cut from material extracted from 

a small pegmatite located near the I2 iolite deposit.  Small 

amounts of translucent cabbing grade rose quartz have been 

found in the Sapphire Hill area.  The rose quartz is occasionally 

found in small, quartz-rich pegmatite dikes hosted within felsic 

gneisses and amphibolites.  Christopher and Brendan Laird also 

discovered a promising deposit of rose quartz in 2000. 

 

Amethyst 

 Approximately 1 kilogram of amethyst crystal pieces 

suitable for cabbing and faceting has been extracted from the I1 

iolite deposit.  No gems have been cut as yet, but the clarity and 

colour of the material is outstanding compared to any yet lo-

cated on the claims.  The amethyst crystals occur in late-stage 

pegmatite dikes and miarolitic pockets associated with clear 

quartz crystal, iolite, and schorl tourmaline.  In the Tedesco 

area, a pegmatite dike has produced a small amount of amethyst 

crystal specimens.  Small, gem-grade amethyst crystals with 

superb colour have been hand-mined near Lemon Creek. 
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Smokey Quartz 
Smokey quartz of gem quality is found in the beryl peg-
matite on the BQ claims.  Many minor occurrences of 
opaque smokey quartz have been discovered in tourma-
line pegmatite dikes on the Slocan Gem Property. 
 
Star Quartz 
 Star quartz occurs in many of the pegmatite dikes 
on the property, notably on the Tedesco Grid and at the 
Peg 1 deposit.  Generally, it is found as a watery quartz 
eye within a highly fractured and strained quartz mass.  
The star effect is subtle and is best shown in a cabochon 
with an opaque dark backing.  The source of the star ef-
fect is unknown, but it is probably not due to rutile silk in-
clusions like the sapphires, and may be due to an inher-
ent strain pattern developed during regional metamor-
phism. 
 
Epithermal Quartz 
 White to clear chalcedony occurs on Slocan 
Ridge in a series of narrow fissures and replacement 
breccias, probably related to Tertiary and Recent hot-
spring activity.  Small amounts of chalcedony are found 
near the Blu Moon, also associated with late hydrothermal 
activity.  Some of the material is quite hard and will proba-
bly polish well, so it could be considered a lapidary mate-
rial. 
 
Tourmaline 
 Black schorl and dark-brown dravite tourmaline 
crystals are of common occurrence in the pegmatite 
dikes.  The crystals can grow quite large, often more than 
10 centimetres long.  Virtually all of the tourmaline seen to 
date is too fractured to use as a gem material, although a 
few small cabochons have been cut from more solid crys-
tal pieces.  Some exceptional crystals were found embed-
ded in the I1 iolite deposit, appearing to be over 1 metre 
long and 30 centimetres wide. 
 
Moonstone Feldspar 
 Moonstone feldspar is relatively common and 
widespread within the felsic gneiss units and garnet peg-
matites on the property.  Generally, it forms as a clear 
segregation within a larger mass of opaque plagioclase 

feldspar, and is usually slightly greenish or yellowish in 
colour.  It is often too fractured to use as a gem, but oc-
cax 
Chrome Diopside 
 Small non-gem crystals of chrome diopside have 
been identified in some of the carbonate-graphite layers 
near Hoder Creek.  So far, pea sized greenish opaque 
crystals with a friable and fractured nature is the only ma-
terial found, but gem-quality material could occur. 
 
Summary 
 In summary, the Slocan Valley of BC and other 
similar belts of high-grade metamorphic rocks throughout 
the province can host world-class deposits of very high 
quality gemstones.  I have not covered the subject of lapi-
dary materials or specimens in any detail, but sodalite, 
apatite, travertine, nepheline and other interesting miner-
als also occur on the Slocan Property.  
 Exploration for coloured gemstones in BC has 
been nearly non-existent as an industrial venture, with the 
notable exception of some adventurous rockhounds and 
various rock clubs.  However, the very high value and 
beauty of the finished product will probably be the basis of 
many prospectors choosing to look for profitable gem-
stone deposits in the future.  An added positive factor is 
the small land disturbance from gemstone mining, and the 
lack of environmental contamination from acid rock drain-
age and heavy metals. 
 This brings to a conclusion this series on Gem-
stones of the Slocan Valley, at least until some new dis-
coveries are reported.  The great potential for world-class 
gemstone deposits in BC should not be overlooked, and 
at present rockhounds and prospectors have a great ad-
vantage in knowledge and experience compared to main-
stream mining companies.  The old prospector’s dream of 
filling his pack with gold nuggets is being replaced by a 
much more valuable one, a backpack full of flawless em-
eralds, rubies and sapphires. 
 Upcoming articles will deal with new sources of 
lapidary material found this season on Vancouver Island, 
including the new Red Streak jasper deposit.  Additional 
future articles will investigate high-grade gold deposits 
and other mineral collecting localities on Vancouver Is- 
land, and look at forgotten mines and prospects in the 
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Armchair prospecting in BC – Part 1 
If you’re not using a free internet tool called BC Map 
Place, why not? 
Wanderer 
 
We’re constantly told that we live in the Information Age, 
yet I’m always surprised how few rockhounders use a 
wonderful internet site provided by BC’s Geological Sur-
vey, which allows you to build detailed maps and hunt for 
specific minerals, all at the click of a mouse! You can: 
 
 Create maps as detailed as 1:20,000 (TRIM series) 

 Add highways, back roads, rivers, streams, lakes, 
contours and more 

 Add mineral claims, park boundaries, Indian Re-
serves, vegetation cover 

 Measure distances precisely 

 Pinpoint the exact latitude & longitude of remote loca-
tions 

 Look up the geological report of any mineral site in 
the province 

 Print it all, and take it with you into the field 

 And it’s all free 
 

What you’ll need 
Because you’ll be doing some pretty intense image proc-
essing, it helps to have (a) a fast computer (500 MHz or 
better) with plenty of RAM (256M is nice), and (b) either 
cable or Telus fast link-up internet service. If you don’t 
enjoy these facilities, it just means you’ll spend more time 
waiting for screen updates. Buy a good coffee machine. 
 
You will also need to download and install a free program 
off the internet, from AutoDESK. More on this later. 
 

Getting started 
Find the BC Geological Survey’s Map Place. Either type 
in ‘BCGS’ and ‘Mapplace’ into your favourite search en-
gine, or go to  
http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/mining/geolsurv/MapPlace/

Default.htm 
There’s lots of information there on matters geological, 
and you’re encouraged to explore the facilities. Later. 
 

A minor detour: getting the free AutoDESK 
MapGuide® 
Click on the little AutoDESK icon over on the right side of 
the page. This takes you to AutoDESK’s main page, and 
some distance down you will see a link to Download the 
free viewer. In return for your name and address, you 
can download a copy of this program. Fill in the boxes 
which determine what version you need, to match your 
computer -- select your operating system (OS), browser, 
language, and leave the Viewer Type as ActiveX Control 
Viewer. Then click the Go to Download Page. 
 
This brings you out to a page with the correct version 
(hopefully) of MapGuide® for you to download. Click on 
the version. Be patient, most programs are close to 3 
Mbytes in size now. When asked where to save it, I gen-
erally put it in c:\windows\temp, but you can store it any-
where. Just remember where you put it. 
 
Once it has finished downloading, go to Start on the bot-
tom left corner of your Windows screen, choose Run and  

 then the Browse button. Find the program in 
c:\windows\temp (or wherever you saved it). For Windows 
98 users, it’s MGControl60.EXE. Double click it, and fol-
low the installation instructions until you reach Finish. 
 

Getting down to business 
OK, you’re finally ready to do some armchair prospecting. 
Find http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/mining/geolsurv/
MapPlace/Default.htm again on the internet. Go to the 
left hand column, and click ‘Available Maps’, or just click 
on the Canada map in the centre. This will bring you to a 
variety of different map options. Today we’ll look at the 
top one, the BCGS Geology Map. Don’t click it yet. (In 
Part 2 we’ll look at the powerful ‘Exploration Assistant’ 
which is the next map down). 
 
There’s a heap of excellent assistance available on the 
left hand side, especially Online Help & Documents, and 
you’re encouraged to read through that section when you 
run up against something you don’t understand. However, 
today, we’re just going to take the system for a test drive, 
kick the tires, so to speak, and see what this baby can do 
out on the information highway. 
 
Now let’s click the BCGS Geology Map button/link. The 
first time, MapGuide® will take longer than usual to install, 
but finally you should have a screen that looks like Figure 
1. Don’t worry if the actual map doesn’t look like the one 
shown here. You will have a simple yellow map of BC, 
with a grid overlay. 

Figure 1 
 
Take some time to look at your screen. On the left hand 
side is a grey column with a multitude of optional ‘layers’ 
that you can add to your basic yellow map. Across the top 
is a tool bar that resembles Figure 2, and on the lower 
right hand side is the large work area with the BC map on 
it. 

Figure 2 
 
Let’s zoom in a bit and examine a select area. In the up-
per left is the Tool Bar, as shown in Figure 2. There’s a 
hand and to its right, a magnifying glass with a ‘+’. This is 
the tool for zooming in. Click on the magnifying glass,  



 9 

 then go to the map and left mouse-click over an area of 
interest, and drag the rectangle that forms down to the 
right, ending up with a small square about 1 cm on a side. 
Release the left mouse. 
 
Now wait while the screen updates. When it finally does 
(the hourglass turns back into a magnifying glass), look 
below the map, where the scale is shown. This will now 
likely be about one in a million. 
 
Now, of course, you have no real idea where your map is, 
apart from some clues from the lakes that are present, so 
it’s time to add features that will help you orient yourself. 
Go across to the left hand grey column, and scroll down 
to BC Administrative Area Layers and click on the BC 
Municipalities white box. The computer will download 
data and place various towns on the screen. Here’s 
where you start to appreciate a fast computer, and an 
even faster internet connection. 
 
The chances are, you won’t have a town or municipality in 
your work area (most of BC is pretty urban-free), so let’s 
add some roads. Scroll down to Topographic Layers 
and let’s add Roads 1:250K (<2M). What the (<2M) 
means is that as long as you are working in a scale that is 
less than 1:2,000,000 you can use this layer. You’ll find 
out later that if you zoom in below 1:50,000 you will get 
another option called Roads 1:20K, which includes an 
enormous amount of useful information about minor 
tracks and back roads. 
 
You should now be able to see roads, towns and lakes. 
You could add rivers, railways, park boundaries and much 
more, all just by clicking white boxes on the left hand grey 
column. Your map is really only limited by your imagina-
tion (and how long you are prepared to wait for the layers 
to download). For this reason, keep it simple. Don’t add 
layers unless you think you’ll need them. It slows the sys-
tem. 
 
Now, the reason we’re doing all this is to look for interest-
ing mineral sites. So, let’s click the little white box in the 
left hand grey column that reads Mineral Inventory Layers 
MINFILE Status. In due course, little icons will pop up on 
your screen. The key to these, appears in the grey bar on 
the left. You’ll note there are 5 levels of mining develop-
ment, starting with a Showing, and ending up with a Past 
Producer. 
 
If you are in one of those rare spots in BC where no MIN-
FILE records exist, then you can either zoom out (using 
the middle magnifying icon in the toolbar shown in Figure 
2) or you can Pan using the hand icon in Figure 2. Click 
the hand, move to the middle of the work area, and then 
click and drag the map left/right/up/down to a new area. 
The computer will take a minute to refresh the screen, of 
course. 
 

Prospecting goes hi-tech 
So, now you have a map with roads, rivers, towns 
(maybe) and some MINFILE symbols, identifying various 
mineral localities. From the toolbar (Figure 2) select the 
arrow (2

nd
 from left), then place the arrow over a MINFILE 

icon. The name of the site appears. Old sites, which have 
had a variety of names, may have quite a number of 

Now double click on the MINFILE icon, and a new window 
appears, which shows the Capsule Geological Report. 
Here, you can read the history of the site, find its co-
ordinates (to program into your GPS), determine what 
minerals are likely to be found, etc, etc. When you’re 
done, close the box by clicking on the X in the upper right 
hand corner. 
 

Some useful tricks 
There are many tools available, and this article has nei-
ther the space to describe them, nor do you have the time 
to read them. Suffice it to say that you should play with 
the options, and get comfortable moving around in the 
program. 
 
If you place the mouse over the map area and click the 
right hand button, you get a pop-up window that looks like 
Figure 3. This allows you to do many things, like set up 
and print your maps, but there are some other nice fea-
tures too. The Zoom command gives you a variety of op-
tions, including creating a map at an exact scale (Zoom 
scale), which is handy. 
 
The View line allows you to View Distance. This lets you 
to click along a road, while the accumulated distance is 
shown – very handy when trying to determine how far 
along a back road you need to drive, before making a 
turn. 
 
Finally, the About line gives you access to Preferences, 
where you can set up the system so you can measure 
distance in miles or kilometers (set Map Units to Metric or 
US Units). Also, if you click the box next to Display 
Mouse Position, the latitude and longitude under the cur-
sor is shown in the lower left hand side of the main 
screen. This is useful for getting weigh points for your 
GPS receiver. 
 
Finally, mention should be made of other image layers 
that can added. At the very bottom of the left hand grey 
column, you’ll find Raster Layers, and by adding Land-
sat Image or DEM Image Hillside you can add beautiful 
colours and textures to your maps. 
 
Enjoy! 
 
Next time: getting the most out of Exploration Assistant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
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Gemstones in Folklore 
 
Agate 
Etymology  
The name agate comes from Semitic aqiq or achit: 
"separation of a newborn's hair". The word was then ap-
plied to a valley near Medina in Saudi Arabia, then the 
Greeks transposed it into achates, which also pointed to a 
river of Sicily (the Drillo) where the stone could be found. 
In Latin it became agate.  
 
Amber 
Etymology  
The modern term amber comes from this stone's flamma-
ble character: an old root br went through Old German 
börnsten to give German bernstein ("burning stone") and 
through Germanic anbernen ("burn") then Arabic anbar 
("amber", but also incenses and other perfumes to burn) 
to give ambra (Latin), ambre (French), amber.  
 
Greece  
The Greek word for amber was êléktron, "resplendent 
thing", because of its colour (the sun was poetically called 
êléktôr); because of its ability to attract dust once rubbed, 
the name gave the word electricity. Nowadays it is 
berenikis in reference to the blonde hair of Berenice II, 
mother of Ptolmy Philopator. In the legend, Phaeton, son 
of Helios the Sun asked to drive his father's charriot for 
one day. But his awkwardness caused disastrous fires 
and Zeus struck him with a lightning bolt. His sisters the 
Electrides wept and wept over his body until the gods in 
pity turned them into poplar trees on the shores of the 
Eridan river; but inconsolable they wept still, and their 
tears were now of amber.  
According to Sophocles, amber was the petrified tears of 
the sisters of the hero Meleagres, who were changed into 
birds and weep the death of their brother: in the Baltic 
Sea the stone is sometimes named "seabird tear". An-
other Greek historian, Theoprastes, says that they are the 
tears of the lynx (but lynx may here refer to a people, not 
the animal).  
 
Germany  
The German people named amber glesse: "luminous", 
whence Latin glessum and German and English glass.  
 
Baltic Sea  
The presence of amber on the shores of the Baltic Sea is 
the origin of its Finnish name merikivi: "sea-stone". For 
the ancient Balts, the beautiful Mermaid goddess Jurate 
was engaged to the god of Waters Patrimpas and lived in 
an amber palace at the bottom of the sea. Seduced by 
the beauty and courage of the humble fisherman Kastytis, 
who was throwing his nets at the borders of her domain, 
she forgot all else and took him into her palace. In anger, 
Perkunas, master of the gods, hurled his lightning which 
destroyed the palace and killed Kastytis. Condemned to 
be chained to the ruins of her home, beaten by the 
waves, Jurate wails in the storm and weeps tears of lim-
pid amber which the sea throws back on the shores, 
along with the algae and translucid amber stones of her 

Turkey  
In Turkey it is considered a "hygienic" stone, hence the 
fact they don't minding drinking the narguile from the 
same pipe as long its mouth is of amber. The Turkish 
name for amber is kehruba, "straw-thief": this word means 
now in Turkish and Arabic "electricity".  
 
Eastern Europe  
In the East, it is said that honey from the mountains of 
Ajan was melted by the sun and solidified into amber by 
the sea.  
 
China  
The Chinese think that amber is the petrification of the 
soul of the dead Tiger, and so think that it gives strength 
and courage.  
  
Amethyst 
Etymology  
Amethyst comes from Greek a- (privative) and methustès 
("drunkard"). It is said that you could pretend you were 
drinking wine without getting drunk by drinking in an ame-
thyst cup (which is the colour of wine).  
 
Greece  
According to the Greek legend, Amethyst was a beautiful 
nymph whom Dionysos fell in love with; he pursued her 
and as he was about to catch her, she begged the god-
dess Artemis to save her. The goddess changed her into 
a beautiful and cold cristal in Dionysos' arms. Remorseful, 
he poured his cup of wine on the tope of the stone to give 
it its beautiful wine colour (which would explain why usu-
ally, only the top of amethyst crystals is coloured) and 
decided, in tribute to Amethyst and out of love for her, that 
the stone would have the power to counter the effects of 
alcohol and to favour chastity.  
 
Hebrew lore  
The Hebrew word for amethyst is achlemah, meaning 
"that which gives pleasant dreams".  
 
Christian lore  
In Christian symbology, the amethyst allied the blue of the 
heavens to the red of blood (Christ's or the martyrs'), and 
so became from Renaissance on an episcopal stone sym-
bolizing humility (it ornated the crosses of the Inquisition).  
 
Aventurine 
Etymology  
Tradition has it that a Murano glass worker had by chance 
(by "adventure") dropped some copper filings in molten 
glass. Once cool, the mix took a very pleasing aspect, 
and the young man decided to reproduce it and name it 
aventurine: "born by adventure". The name was later 
given to the gems that presented the same appearance.  
 
Beryl 
Etymology  
The Greeks knew it as bêrullos, deriving from Sanskrit 
vaidurya meaning "crystal". To Hindus it is a symbol of 
purity, and is offered as a wedding gift. Abbreviated to 
brill, the word gave birth to Italian brillare ("shine") then 
French briller (brilliance passed into English). 
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Carnelian 
Muslim lore  
In Islam, prayers are engraved in this stone; according to 
some the gem on Muhammad's ring, from which he had 
his power, was a carnelian. 
 
Coral 
Greece  
One of the ancient Greek names for the coral was gor-
geia, from the legend that when Perseus cut off the head 
of Medusa (the Gorgone), blood dripping from it fell into 
the sea where it was gathered by the sea nymphs and 
planted underwater to grow into coral.  
 
Chrysolie 
This stone is also known now as Olivine. The island 
where this stone was extracted in Antiquity was well 
guarded by the Egyptians who prevented any access to it; 
the stone was therefore named in Greek laiggourios: 
"guarded stone". But the term allowed for a play on words 
with oureo ("urinate") and lunx ("lynx"), hence the legend 
that this stone, which is appropriately coloured would 
have been born of the solidified urine of the lynx.  
  
Diamond 
Etymology  
From the Greek word adamastos: "unrelenting, uncon-
querable", which originally meant a state of being to which 
every man should aspire. By extension, adamas was the 
name of the strongest metal with which the weapons of 
the gods are forged, and adamas came to also apply to 
diamond. From there come the western derivations 
(diamante, diamant, diamond) and the Russian and Ara-
bic almaz.  
 
Hindu lore  
In Hindu mythology, diamond has a great importance. It is 
the vajra (lightning, the weapon of Indra, main god of the 
Hindus), and by the 6 points of the octaedra symbolises 
the true man who resists to attacks from the north, south, 
east and west, from the infernal powers and celestial 
powers. Therefore a diamond bearer is protected from 
fire, poison, thiefs, water, snakes and evil spirits. Its hard-
ness is well known: "Only vajra cuts into vajra" but all oc-
taedric crystals are considered diamonds: colourless ones 
(the diamonds proper) are attributed to the brahmane, the 
priestess; red ones (spinelles) to the kshatriya, the warri-
ors; yellow ones (maybe diamonds) to the vaiçya, the 
merchants; black ones (magnetite) to the sûdra, the peas-
ants.  
 
Europe  
In the XVIth century, it was believed that diamond was a 
poison, and that diamond powder was an ingredient in the 
famous "succession powders" of Catherine of Medici. 
This legend was kept alive to discourage thieves from 
swallowing diamonds to hide them.  
 
Malaysia  
In the diamond mines of Borneo, if a stone contains in its 
center a grey or black ghost diamond, the well where it 
was found is abandoned: a Malaysian legend holds that  
these stones hold the "soul of the diamond", and the mine  

will die if its soul leaves it. However, diamond soul is a 
personal talisman that people will wear as an amulet.  
 
Emerald 
Etymology  
Emerald, émeraude, esmeralda, ismurud, smaragd, smer-
aldo, zomorod (an old Arabic term) all derive from Greek 
smaragdos, but the latter can derive from any of three 
distinct origins:  
First, mefek-en-ma or mefik-ma applied in Ancient Egypt 
to all green stones, and would have given Sanskrit mara-
kat which, influenced by the name of the monster Es-
marak, became smarakata, hence the Greek word.  
Another possible origin is the Sanskrit word acmagarbha, 
become mahabharata then marakata, hence the Greek 
word (on the other hand mahabharata became barrakta, 
then Hebrew bareket and the second old Arabic word za-
bargad, applying rather to the peridot).  
Finally, Greek marmarysso ("shine") may have given on 
one hand marmaros ("marble", the shining stone), and on 
the other smaragdos (the green shining stone).  
 
Rome  
A Roman legend tells of a king whose only fortune was a 
single magnificent emerald, which he threw into the sea 
as a sacrifice to gains the gods' favours. The next day, 
the emerald was found again in the stomach of a fish that 
had been served at the king's table. Later on the latter 
became Emperor Augustus and encased the miraculous 
stone at the foot of the altar dedicated to the goddess of 
Concord.  
 
Christian lore  
In the Christian tradition, the emerald fell from Lucifer's 
helmet during his battle with Archangel Michael. The 
Graal, the mythical vase with 144 angles, was sculpted in 
an emerald, which then became the symbol of divine 
revelation.  
 
Garnet 
Etymology  
Sanskrit root gar, "transport", became in Greek gerôn, 
"old man" and in Latin granum, "seed". From there came 
the adjective granatus, "having many grains", and 
granatum: "pomegranate", which has red seeds. It is by 
comparison with the fruit that garnet gained its name.  
 
Hematite 
Etymology  
From Greek haimatitês, the name of this stone comes 
from the fact that it leaves a blood (haimatos) red trace on 
porcelain.  
 
Jade 
China  
In China, the name for jade, the most noble of all gems to 
them, is yü: "precious stone"; it is the royal stone. Yü 
meant "treasure" the way "gold" means "wealth" in Eng-
lish. It is designated by an ideogram in the shape of a Ro-
man 1 with a central horizontal dash; the upper part of 
this symbol means the sky, its lower part the earth, its 
central part man. The king, intermediate between heaven 
and earth, is designated by this same ideogram with a  
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diagonal dash at lower right. For more Chinese jade lore, 
read Jade and the Chinese.  
 
Maori  
The Maori people name it pounama: "green treasure".  
 
Obsidian 
Apache  
A variety of obsidian found in Arizona is called Apache 
Tears. In the folklore of the area, a band of Apache 
hunted by the cavalry was driven over a steep cliff by the 
troops. When the braves' loved ones learned of the horri-
ble event, they came to the cliff to mourn and their tears, 
falling to the ground, became the gems now known as 
Apache Tears.  
 
Onyx 
Etymology  
The word onyx comes from Greek onux, "fingernail" (the 
aspect of certains kinds of this stone recall the color and  
ayering of fingernails, even though the word now often 
applies to a deep black stone). In mythology, while Aphro-
dite was asleep the god Eros (Cupid) playfully cut her fin-
gernails with his arrow and let the clippings fall in the wa-
ters of the Indus river. But even the smallest part of the 
body of an immortal cannot die and they lived on, trans-
formed by the Parques into the onyx.  
 
Because the separation between the dark and light layers 
of the onyx was so clear, it was considered as evil in the 
Middle-ages.  
 
Maghreb  
A Maghrebi tradition calls onyx el jaza, "sadness", and 
claims that this stone is so feared in China that only 
slaves extract it and that it is immediately sold outside the 
country; no sane Maghrebi should wear it or keep it 
among his riches.  
  
Opal 
Etymology  
Opal may originate in Sanskrit upala: "precious stone".  
 
Hindu lore  
The Hindu legend tells of a woman desired by three gods 
at the same time, and whom the Eternal changed into a 
magic cloud. In order to recognize her, Brahma endowed 
her with the colour of the azure, Shiva tainted her with 
fiery red, and Vishnu gave her the splendour of the sun; 
then the Eternal gave her consistance again in the shape 
of an opal. Another legend says that the opal is born from 
the sacrifice of a young woman who hurled herself in the 
funerary pyre of her lover in stead of the legitimate wife, 
whose death was demanded by Hindu rites.  
 
Europe  
It was believed that the opal could make one invisible, 
hence its Middle-ages name of patronus furum ("patron of 
thieves").  
 
France  
Since the XIXth century, a specifically French superstition 
has it that the opal is a jinx. The origin of this belief is the 
fragility of the opal: lapidaries and jewellers were penal-  

ized if they damaged the stones they had to mount, and 
the frequent breaking of this mineral came to make them 
feel that it had bad luck attached to it. Jewellers still con-
fess now that it brings bad luck to their wallet.  
 
Pearl 
Etymology  
Pearls were named morvarid ("sea-daughter") in Persian, 
becoming markarit in Armenian, then margaritês or mar-
garon ("poetic") in Greek, and finally margarita in Latin 
(hence the name Margaret). The Roman people, alluding 
to the elongated shape of the pearls which they wore as 
ear pendants, spoke in slang of pirla, diminutive of pira 
("pear"): this word was retained by all the modern Latin 
tongues which were born from the slang Latin of the Ro-
man legions.  
 
Middle East  
In the Orient, the legend of the daughter of the prince of 
Benares is told: the beautiful child was courted by two 
suitors, one of them rich, old and ugly and the other one 
poor, young and handsome. She loved the latter, but her 
father chose the rich suitor. She would not give in and 
was locked up in a tower by the sea; when her young 
lover was killed, her tears were so desperate that the 
gods of the abyss turned them into pearls.  
 
Hindu lore  
Vishnu, maintainer of the world, went to find pearls in the 
ocean to ornate his daughter Pandaia; Indian women now 
wear them for their wedding, and pearls are highly hon-
oured in India.  
 
Greece  
Dedicated to Aphrodite, goddess of love, they are here 
solidified tears; they preserve young brides from tears.  
 
Muslim lore  
Tears of Eve and Adam over their sin, and symbol of the 
tears wept by those who are in pain and misery, pearls  
are pleasing to the merciful God and therefore prized by 
Muslims.  
 
Europe  
During the Renaissance, pearls were considered to be 
dewdrops solidified by the shells that captured them at 
dawn: their beauty depended on the state of the weather 
during their conception.  
 
Misc  
A myth says that Air offered to God the rainbow, fire a 
spark, Earth a ruby and Sea a pearl; the first became the 
aureole, the second lightning, the third an ornament for 
the divine brow, and the pearl laid on his heart became 
sorrow.  
According to another legend, the pearls are born of the 
tears of Angels, fallen into the sea.  
 
To be continued next issue. 
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ROCKHOUNDING PLUS 
By Marion Wood, Fraser Valley Rock & Gem Club 
 
 It's hard to realize that I've been in the Fraser Val-
ley Rock and Gem Club for fifteen years and prior to that 
Don and I were members of the Richmond Gem and Min-
eral Club for twenty-five years! 
 Looking back over the years there were many 
outings with our good friends that will always be remem-
bered. We like to recall the little extras we came across 
on our many 
exploration trips. Not only were we exploring the country 
for likely looking rock locations as another sidelight we 
were able to investigate some old living establishments of 
the past that were encountered along the way. 
 We, as rockhounds, probably have more advan-
tage than the average traveller to "peek into the past" by 
way of getting off the beaten track. Perhaps too, we are 
more keen in observing, or is it just our prospecting na-
ture that is stimulated by curiosity? In any event, rock-
hounds are drawn into the lesser travelled areas which 
the general public classify as being remote, and we are 
therefore more able to appreciate "life in the rough". 
 Besides marvelling at the beauty of the moun-
tains, cascading waterfalls, alluring lakes and all that na-
ture has bestowed upon us in this wonderful province we 
call home, we find many tales that might be revealed 
while travelling the back roads of British Columbia. 
 For instance there was a road that climbed up 
into the hills from the south side of the Thompson River 
close to Shaw Springs. This road went up and up for five 
miles, 
rounding basalt cliffs and cutting across agate strewn hills 
before levelling off and traversing another three miles into 
"no-man's land". Here we came across a neatly laid out 
abandoned farm, complete with barn and out-buildings. A 
surrey all intact with wooden spoked wheels stood beside 
what was once a horse drawn plough. Evidence of square 
nails proved that this structure was built prior to the 
1920's. This could truly be classified as a potential heri-
tage place if only it were not so out-of-the-way; but then 
again if it were easily accessible John Public would in all 
probability have defaced the building and goodness 
knows what all. What we were in search of was "desert 
glass". This is derived by the manganese in glass that 
causes it to turn purple after being exposed to sunlight for 
many years. Only glass manufactured before the 1930's 
lends itself to this peculiar trait. As usual someone else 
had removed all traces of purple glass in the form of 
lanterns, etc. However, we did come across a chipped 
china chamber pot but let it remain in its original setting. 
 Scenes such as these that are encountered miles 
from nowhere make you pause and wonder just what kind 
of existence these people had. True, they probably had 
happy times as well as sad times. Children's laughter 
along with the cry of small babies was very likely hear 
within their walls. Gay parties and times of strife would 
play a prominent part in the lives of these such people. 
Human nature being what it is we can only surmise the 
hardships that went along with living in such  isolated  
areas. 
 Up in the vicinity of Cache Creek while on a 

prospector as there were ore specimens scattered all 
over the front porch. More "recently" this log cabin was 
called 'home' by someone as the walls were all practically 
papered by old calendars. When a new year rolled around 
another nail was just hammered in the wall to place the 
current calendar on. 1954 was the most recent one we 
could find. The peculiarity of this cabin was that we could 
find no evidence of where the occupants obtained their 
water supply. 
 On another trip while scouring the river bars 
south of Lytton just off the Fraser Canyon highway, we 
discovered a deserted Indian shack. Among the usual 
clutter bare bedsprings were seen in each room. Mattress 
stuffing had been scattered hither and yon by several 
generations of rats. Shredded garments composed some 
of the debri. A rusty stove stood in the centre of the main 
room. Not far from it was a broken rocking chair. The curi-
ous thing about this shack was that why was a perfectly 
good crutch laying in plain view on the dirt covered floor? 
 These were just some of the memories from by-
gone years that stirred our imagination while cautiously 
exploring old buildings. 
 This reminiscing brings to mind the time when 
back in the latter sixties for a change of pace we decided 
to tour the "Ghost Towns of British Columbia" after read-
ing Bruce Ramsey's book on the subject. With anticipa-
tion geared up, and along with two other  families it was 
decided to head toward Kaslo, a village with a population 
of less than 1,000 at that time, which had reasonable fa-
cilities to offer campers and seemed to be centrally lo-
cated for day trips to various ghost mining sites. Enroute, 
our first stop was just outside of Greenwood. This "ghost" 
town proved to be a "dud" as far as ghost towns go as 
Phoenix turned out to be a booming open pit mine! We 
did find some "desert glass" here in the form of fragments 
of bottles that had turned purple. This evidence helped to 
verify the early existence of what was once the highest 
city in Canada. A leisurely hour was spent recapturing the 
nostalgic past while browsing through the cemetery—a 
must with every ghost town. 
 Many times we have driven through Greenwood 
but during the 1993 Rendezvous we spent a pleasurable 
weekend there and discovered what a fabulous job the 
townspeople had done in preserving their history. (See 
chapter on Greenwood in "Ghost Towns & Mining Camps 
of the Boundary Country" by Garnet Basque.) Unfortu-
nately we were so engrossed in touring the town that we 
neglected to revisit Phoenix to see what changes it 
had undergone since our previous trip. 
 To continue with our ghost town holiday we pro-
ceeded to Kaslo, our home for the better part of a week. 
The first afternoon was spent on board the S.S. Moyie 
Sternwheeler which had been turned into a museum. This 
is a necessary stopover for anyone planning to visit the 
Kootenays as it contains worthwhile information of the 
area. 
Heading north of town on the first day trip out of Kaslo we 
passed Lardeau which we found had survived its ghost 
town period by becoming a lumbering town. Further on at 
Marblehead is an old marble quarry right beside the road 
where man has gouged out an enormous cave which is 
quite a sight to encounter. Taking a turn to the east at the  
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Head of Kootenay Lake, a sign points to Houser, an old 
mining town where a few deserted shacks still remained 
showing evidence of people having vacated them within 
the not too distant past. Other shacks have been re-
constructed into summer homes for the Duncan Lake re-
sort area created by the Duncan Dam. 
 At this point, if one had the time they could con-
tinue north to Galena, going through half a dozen old min-
ing towns before heading south to Nakusp and over to 
New Denver, making a circle tour back to Kaslo, a trip of 
close to 150 miles. 
 Another day's trip was westward to New Denver 
over parts of the road which was once the railway. Stop-
ping and grubbing in the various mine tailings as all in-
quisitive rockhounds must do, was one of the highlights of 
this trip. Considerable time was also spent as each one 
took turns peering down old shafts at what were once 
lead-zinc mines during days gone by. Retallic made a 
good stop-over for lunch. This is not such an old 
"ghost town" as the buildings were all wired for electricity. 
Private property signs prompted one to move on stopping 
only long enough to take pictures of it and remnants of 
other mines along the way. One being Zincton where only 
a kitchen sink was left standing. Then a side trip was 
taken to the well-known town of Sandon which was built 
over the creek and has since been rebuilt several times. 
Twice it was destroyed by fire and 
then as recently as 1955 it was washed away by floods. 
Just past these ruins it was a strange sight to see a white 
cottage, complete with red geraniums in the window 
boxes, along with a white picket fence enclosing a patch 
of green grass with patio chairs. This showed that mines 
at Sandon and others nearby were being worked again. 
 Back to the friendly town of Kaslo where one 
might take the road into Kokanee Glacier 
Park passing through the operating Cork Province mine if  
weather conditions were favourable. 
 Another day was spent by the ambitious group 
taking a logging road in from Ainsworth and then hiking 
for a good twenty minutes up to the Cody Caves. We 
were told that these calcite caves were to be developed 
and opened as a tourist venture. This trip was followed by 
a dip in the Ainsworth Hot Springs. The golden stalagtites 
grouped along the walls in the steam bath caves are a 
never to be forgotten sight. 
 It was then time to hitch up the trailers and move 
eastward stopping at Fort Steele, a provincial historic site 
that has been reconstructed as a tourist attraction. While 
here a trip up Wild Horse Creek was recommended. 
 A short distance northward is Wasa Lake, an-
other restful campground where more old mines can be 
explored at the base of the majestic Rockies. In this area 
specimens of chrysocolla, that colourful copper minerals 
may be picked up from around old prospector’s shacks. 
 Memories of an earlier expedition brought back 
tales of an old mine in the hills so a trip was planned to 
search the area. A good road was found leading sixteen 
miles high up the side of the Rockies which terminated 
auto traffic at a locked gate on the edge of the mining 
property.  From this point a spectacular view of the por-
tion of the Rocky Mountain Trench can be admired and 
photographed. A short walk along the road towards the 

create amazement as one arrives at the end of the road, 
for here was an ultra-modem mine with new buildings and 
equipment. A friendly caretaker chatted for an hour about 
the operation and some of the past history of the old 
Estella mine. This new project was ready for instant pro-
duction and had only been closed for a short time due to 
a drop in ore prices. 
 Of course, as always, after returning from this 
ghost town hunting expedition one hears of many more 
locations they just missed by a stone's throw so there is 
always something to go back and look for even though 
ghost towns may become a thing of the past. 
I mustn't forget to mention that we always looked forward 
to that special time of the day when the campfire was lit 
and we sang all the old-time songs. We also played our 
own version of "Password" and when we were south of 
the border we would end these memorable evenings by 
singing "Oh, Canada" which would make other campers 
in the vicinity stand up and take notice! 
 

100 million-year-old fish found 
 
 Amateur fossil hunters have likely unearthed a 
new species of prehistoric fish along the banks of a local 
creek, says a researcher. 
  Mark Wilson, a paleontologist from the University 
of Alberta, said the specimens discovered in St. John 
Creek are about 100 million years old. 
  "I think most likely they'll be new species," Wil-
son said after visiting the site earlier this week. 
 The fossils in the small creek near this northeast-
ern B.C. town are from the early part of the late Creta-
ceous 
age. 
 There isn't much known about fish from that pe-
riod except for samples found in places like Texas and 
Lebanon, Wilson said. 
 These finds should help Wilson with his research 
on what kind of fish were prevalent in the area at the time. 
 "I've worked on the fish from that time, but not so 
well preserved and not as big as these," he said., 
 "The nearest place to here that you 
would find (100 million-year-old). fish preserved as well as 
these is Manitoba." 
 The fish, found in sedimentary rock buried in 
loose shale along the banks of the creek, would have 
lived in a 
shallow sea that covered much of North America at the 
tune.        
 "The whole interior of North America during the 
Cretaceous, was repeatedly under the ocean," Wilson 
said, 
noting these discoveries could point out how the ocean 
over this part of the continent was connected to other 
oceans. 

Interesting Web Sites 
 

http://www.mashell.com/~estrauss/pwoodfx.html#start 
A great site for information about agatized wood 
 
http://www.topozone.com/find.asp 
A usefult site where you can access US topographic 
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ANKYLOSAUR TRACKS DISCOVERED IN 
TUMBLER RIDGE, B. C. CANADA 
by Prudence Mueller 
 
 In August 2000, two boys. Mark Turner, age 11 
and 
Daniel Helm, age 9, were walking along the shore along 
Flatbed Creek when they noticed some depressions in 
the rock. Their thoughts were that it might be dinosaur 
tracks and with the help of their father, who agreed that it  
could  be, they called  an  expert  named  Peter Sherring-
ton, but he could not positively identify the markings. 
 Next, Dr. Mark Wilson, who studies fossil fish at 
the 
University  of  Alberta,  inspected  the  fossils  and 
announced that they were definitely tracks. He notified 
Dr. Philip J. Currie, the Curator of Dinosaurs at the 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology. Dr. Currie got 
in touch with his student Rich McCrea, who is doing a 
Ph.D. at me University of Alberta in the department of 
Earth Atmospheric Sciences under the co-supervision of 
Dr. S. George Pemberton, (Head of Ichnology Research 
Group).  
 Rich McCrea is western Canada's dinosaur track-
way expert and came to Tumbler Ridge in August 2001 
and spent two days excavating and measuring the tracks 
with the two boys. What they uncovered was a trackway - 
a path of footsteps made by a very large dinosaur that are 
implanted in stone. "Finding one or two isolated prints is 
not uncommon" noted McCrea, 'but finding the intact se-
ries of steps the animal took is more informative" When 
McCrea saw the trackway, he recognized the presence of 
faint hand prints which meant that the track maker was an 
animal that walked on all fours.  He identified me track-
way as belonging to the genus Tetrapodosaurus borealis. 
This is a footprint name, not to be confused with me name 
of the animal. Such prints are rare world-wide but are not 

the finest trackway yet discovered in rocks of this type". 
These footprints likely belong to a dinosaur known as an 
Ankylosaur. This is a large plant eater with an armoured 
broad body. It would be low to the ground, and would 
have weighed a couple of tons. Measurement taken were: 
Footprint length:       30 cm 
Footprint width:        35 cm 
Stride length:           136 cm 
Pace length:            79 cm 
The baby prints were  21 cm wide 
 "This is the first lengthy trackway found in this 
geological  formation  (Dunvegan)"  noted  MeCrea. 
"These footprints are close to 95 million years old. At that 
time, the animal would have walked on a sand-like sub-
stance that would have transformed over many, many 
years into its current rock state. Associated with the track-
way are fossil plants, large trees, oysters, clams and 
other fossils to be determined". MeCrea also discovered 
some well preserved dinosaur bones embedded in the 
rock, just metres away from the trackway, and on the 
same rock surface! "There are possibly half a dozen 
places in the world where dinosaur prints and bones oc-
cur together. The conditions needed for their formation 
are usually so different, that you almost always find one 
or the other, not both.   This is something I never ex-
pected to see", MeCrea exclaimed. The bones were care-
fully removed to the Tyrrell 
 Museum, where they will be formally analysed. 
 The dinosaur trackway is in Flatbed Creek, a 
beautiful 
 place in a canyon near a pool with a beach. 
 Watch Canadian Geographic magazine for a 
photo 
feature on this discovery. 
 Articles taken from the book "Tumbler Ridge" by 
Charles Helm, the Tumbler Ridge Observer and the Com-
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April Field trip Report or A Boulder Miracle Story 
By De Singleton and Lorraine Scott 
 
 We were on the west side of Harrison Lake, at a 
great fossil site where there are lots of buchia and every-
one can go home with a bucket full. There were so many 
people at the roadside that I thought it would make a great 
picture for the Surrey Club archives. I took the picture, had 
all the fossils I wanted and went to another spot.  
 I’m a very cautious person when it comes to safety, 
and this site had some large boulders at a roadside. They 
were upright, but not dangerous looking and there were 
some deep cracks between them. 
Lorraine Scott described what happened: 
 I had my son in my arms and I was walking back to 
the pickup. I heard what was like gravel crunching behind 
me under a car tire. I whipped around to see where the car 
was going because I thought I was in the way. I saw a big 
chunk of boulder cleave off the side of the mountain. It slid 
down about 10 feet and it flipped over, hit another boulder, 
and broke into three pieces. The biggest one ended up 
about ten feet onto the road just where a minivan had been 
sitting about 15 minutes before. The boulder was bigger 
than the minivan! 
 If the boulder had come down 15 minutes sooner, 
about ten of our rockhounds would have been hurt, maimed 
or killed.  
What a close call we all had! 
 Always remember to look at what’s above you be-
fore you stop to dig, please.  
 

 

Before 

After 
Photos courtesy of De Singleton, Surrrey Club 

 

 

EPIPHANY GLASSWORKS 
Glass Bead Making Supplies 

Aldergrove, B.C. 
(604) 856-9221 

By appointment only 

We have a complete supply of lampworking tools and supplies available, including 
Italian Moretti glass rods in over 100 different colors. 

We also carry several books and Videos on lampworking. 

Our three-hour introductory class will get you well on your way to creating your 
own beautiful glass beads. 

Our classes are small, with each student having their own torch to work with, 
And you get to keep  the beads you make! 

Classes are available almost anytime, coordinated with your schedule in mind, 
So it's easy and convenient! 

We offer beginner's bead making classes!! 
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Code of Conduct for Canadian Collectors 
Respecting the Earth Sciences 
  
This code of conduct was written and adopted by the 
Gem & Mineral Federation of Canada with the intention of 
promoting the responsible collection, conservation and 
study of natural objects.  
 
Know and comply with all public law and local ordinances 
governing the excavating, collecting, removing and ex-
porting of specimens.  
 
Enter and collect on private lands only with the consent of 
the owner and on public lands only with any necessary 
permits. Respect any occupiers privacy and carry proper 
identification. Leave all gates as you find them and do not 
interfere with livestock or equipment.  
 
Do not expose others or yourself to unnecessary injury. 
Use proper safety equipment and apparel. Do not under-
mine rock surfaces or collect alone in isolated areas.  
 
Avoid any unnecessary disturbance to the environment. 
Plants and animals may be inadvertantly displaced or de-
stroyed through thoughtless action. Restore the collecting 
site to its original status by filling in any excavations and 
leaving it cleaner than you found it.  
 
Preserve sites for future generations by keeping collecting 
to a mininum unless the site is scheduled for destruction. 
Specimens should not be ruined by indiscriminate ham-
mering or the use of inadequate equipment.  
 
Promptly catalogue, identify and preserve specimens col-
lected, for your own knowledge and that of other collec-
tors.  
 
Ensure that proper provision has been made for the ulti-
mate disposition of your collections and notes to appropri-
ate institutions or persons to preserve this Heritage for 
future generations.  
 
Report unique geological, palaeontological and minera-
logical occurences, particularly vertebrate finds, to your 
nearest museum, university, or the Geological Survey of 
Canada.  
 
Immediately disclose to the appropriate authority, of-
fences of public law relating to the Earth Sciences or the 
flagrant abuses of this Code committed by any collector.  
 
Foster public interest in geological sites and their wise 
use and conservation. This includes public leadership and 
education as to the intrinsic values of our rich Canadian 
Mineralogical and Palaeontological Heritage.  
 
For more information, please contact the Gem & Mineral 
Federation of Canada.  
 
 
   

Safety Rules:  
 
Plan ahead and consider where you are going. Let some-
one know where you are going and when you expect to 
be back.  
 
Wear protective clothing: good sturdy footwear (preferably 
boots), work gloves to protect your hands, a hard hat to 
protect your head (your bicycle helmet is good), safety 
goggles to protect your eyes from flying chips of rock. 
Take along rain or sun protection (hat, jacket, sun screen) 
and drinking water. You may need a sweater if you are 
going to be gone all day.  
 
Be sure you know exactly where you are going or have a 
guide who does, so that you don't get lost.  
 
Always ask permission to go on private property such as 
a farm.  
 
Be very cautious around caves or pits and never enter old 
mines. There is always the danger of a rock fall or cave 
in.  
 
Do not leave litter behind. When you leave take every-
thing you brought with you. That will keep you from leav-
ing behind something important to you, as well.  
 
Always close any gates that you opened. Do not damage 
fencing, buildings or machinery. You want to be welcome 
to return again!  
 
Do not "move in" on someone else's spot unless invited to 
join them.  
 
Stay clear of overhanging cliffs and rock faces where 
there is the danger of falling rocks. Never work near a 
rock wall or under a cliff. Your hard hat won't protect you if 
a large rock falls from any height.  
 
Be very wary of anyone who may be working above you 
on a hill or dump. Be sure there is no one working below 
you who may be hurt by falling rocks or a tool that may 
fall.  
 
If you make any holes, be sure to fill them in before you 
leave. Do not leave a hole that may cause an animal such 
as a deer or cow to break a leg, or a hole that may trap an 
animal.  
 
Become knowledgable about first aid in the field. Carry a 
small first aid kit with you for cuts, scrapes, bee or hornet 
stings. Take a beginners course with St. John Ambulance 
Brigade.  
 
Watch out for small children and keep them in sight at all 
times.  
 
Do not damage any trees or the environment.  
 
Take along a supply of insect repellent. Black flies and 
mosquitoes can make your day very unpleasant. Watch 
for any wasps or hornets nests and beehives and avoid 
them.  
 
Always know about the hazards of the area where you will 
be hunting.  
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.far and near to Ohh and Ahh at the beautiful gems in the 
cases with their club’s name on them.  Many never even 
bothered to go see for themselves, as they knew that the 
cases would always appear at the appointed time.  The 
building would be available; set up done; the electric wir-
ing would line up and test itself; the big heavy tables 
would march into place; and a thousand and one things 
would somehow happen whether they were there or not.   
 
But that was not all!  Every month a Club Newsletter 
would appear suddenly in their mailbox.  This was really a 
wondrous thing!  Many were amazed at how the news, 
articles of interest and other things would assemble them-
selves, type themselves, run themselves through the copy 
machine, staple, address, stamp and mail themselves, 
too!  The members knew that if they had not paid atten-
tion or even come to the last meeting, everything that 
happened would be in their club paper.  Ahhh, what won-
drous things did themselves in a magic rock club. 
 
However, there was one long standing mystery in this 
magic rock club that had never been solved by any presi-
dent or committee chairman.   This was a strange thing 
that happened every time the word VOLUNTEER was 
mentioned.  Practically the whole membership would sud-
denly find something immensely interesting in either the 
ceiling or the floor and commence to gaze intently at them 
for long periods of time.  However, there were always cer-
tain members who knew there was really nothing there to 
see, just as they had learned the truth about Santa Claus 
long ago, so one of them would say, “I volunteer” and im-
mediately the other members lost interest in whatever had 
intrigued them about the floor or ceiling. 
 
If you really want to know the real secret of this magic 
rock club, you can find the names of nearly all the magi-
cians listed under Executive Committee.  Of course, all 
are not listed there, because many of them have quietly 
and unheralded ’made things happen’ year after year af-
ter year. 
 

Adapted from an article by Joe Meade 
In the Napa Valley Rock & Gem Club, Nov 1979 

Via Jan 2002 Geminews, via  Richmond Pebble Press Aug. 2002  

Kamloops 

COINS & ROCK SHOP 
     

* Metal Detectors * Prospecting Supplies * Rock 

*Gemstones * Crystals * Fossils  
*Spirit & Metaphysical Books 

Lapidary Supplies 

 

“YOUR TREASURE HUNTING STORE” 

 
677 Seymour Street, Kamloops, BC V2C 2H1 

   Bob Crowther                                                                   Ph./Fax (250)372-1377 

 

The Magic Rock Club 
 
Once upon a time, in a beautiful city at the foot of a moun-
tain, there was a magic rock club.  Or at least many of its 
members thought it was.  Why did they think so?  Be-
cause many strange and wondrous things happened in 
their club. 
 
The members only needed to attend a meeting, and they 
were told all the bills had been paid, correspondence an-
swered, the problems solved.  They were brought up to 
date on what was happening not only in their own area, 
but also what was happening many miles around that 
might affect their hobby of rock collecting.  Something 
called ‘The Society’ always took care of defending their 
favourite collecting area.  The didn’t know much about 
this ‘Society’, but they did know somebody in their club 
always looked out for their interest, and they were con-
tent. 
 
This indeed was a wondrous club, as there was hardly 
ever anything to argue about during the short, pesky thing 
they called the ‘business meeting’.  Somehow the prob-
lem, whatever it might be, was solved whether they paid 
attention to what was happening or not.  After all, if they 
all said “Aye” to whatever motion was being made, and 
they always did, they could gripe about it later when they 
really found out what they voted on.  Anyhow they were 
anxious to get on to the rest of the meeting that they liked 
so well, like getting their food and drink.  Though many 
had been members for years, they were not sure exactly 
where these came from, but it was probably more ‘magic’ 
that it always appeared.  But that was not all, as some 
liked the ‘committee reports’ because some of them were 
really interesting.  They could find out who was not feeling 
well, how they were doing; find out about a forthcoming 
field trip; find out how much money the club had in the 
bank; find out what the next program would be; about 
books in their very own library; the latest news on the big 
annual show; and many other interesting things.   
 
During the parts they were not interested in, they could 
always talk to their neighbour, but if someone talked dur-
ing the part they were interested in they could shush 
them.  But the best part was when they could have all the 
goodies and munchies and hot coffee or tea that was al-
ways ready for them.  There were also parties to attend.  
Many were vaguely aware of how these things came 
about, but, after all, wasn’t it a magic rock club? 
 
Ah, it was indeed a fortunate thing to be a member of this 
club many members felt.  The telephone could ring and 
they would be told of anything of interest to them regard-
ing the club.  They knew that if a member was ill, cards 
and flowers and messages from their club would appear 
to express their concern for them.  If they wanted to go on 
a field trip, and many did, the location was already sur-
veyed for them, and they knew what gems they might 
find, how to find them, what they looked like, whether they 
could park, what to bring and everything they needed to  
know. 
 
Not only did the members feel lucky to be part of a magic 
rock club, they were also proud!  After all, wasn’t it always 
a feature at the Annual Show?  People would come from  
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Canada Day Fieldtrip - Buse Lake 
submitted by Ken Dewerson, 1120 Rock Club 
 
 On Canada Day Weekend 6 members of the 
Lapidary Rock & Mineral Society of BC went on a field 
trip, the trip had 2 objectives.  
 One was to collect some Buse Lake agate. Two 
was to verify the location of the existing Mineral Claim 
with the intent to stake property outside the Mineral area.. 
 Russ Olsen from Trail and his brother Jim from 
Win-field had collected some blue agate earlier in the 
month,  so Russ acted as guide. Dave Barclay, assisted 
by Ken Dewerson acted as claim staking experts. Mau-
reen Wade came as camp cook, and Win Robertson 
came as claim holder. 
 We all met at Kamloops and proceeded to the 
Buse Lake area on Barnhartvale Rd., after traveling 
through 3 ranches we arrived at the site via the back Rd. 
We were surprised when we arrived at the open cattle 

range site to find 3 large holes left open by some irre-
sponsible people ( rochounds ?). 
 All 3 holes were aprox 5 ft round and 3 ft deep, 
we have suspects who heard about Russ and Jim’s good 
find, and they will be reprimanded.  
 While Russ and Jim continued to dig in the aban-
doned holes, Dave and Ken went scouting to locate the 
North South Mineral  Reserve Area boundary, the bound-
ary line was easily located and a post was erected in an 
appropriate location, Dave took a heading of 270 degrees 
West and headed out blazing a line between two claims, 
Ken followed behind flagging the trees on the line. With 
his eyes on the ground Ken picked up a few pieces of 
agate float 
 After 16 lengths of the staking chain, we put the 
tags on the final post and headed back to the diggings. 
Dave completed the notes and diagrams for the claim, 
then we both assisted with the digging, after 5 hours of 
digging we finished up with a bucket full of agate which 
was shared out. 
 Maureen got the botroydal pieces but I think Ken 
got the best samples. 
 Before we left we all worked together and filled in 
all the holes. 
 The claims are now registered in Win Robertson’s 
name and are called WR1 and WR2. 

Holes left behind  

The intent of the BC Society is to assist with more mineral 
claims so that our future Rockhounds will have sites that 
they can explore and collect rocks and minerals.  
 Both claims are available to all Society rock-
hounds under the following conditions:- 

 Claims not to used for commercial purposes. 

 Digging restricted to hand tools only. 

 All holes to be filled in before leaving the site. 

 All garbage to be packed out. 

 Report number of people & time spent on the claim to  
Win. This very important. This information is needed 
to be able to file the assessment work.  

      Close all gates going in and coming out of the area. 
 

Needa Lake - Windy Judson Rd 
 
 Thurs. Aug. 1, 2002 one claim, the De #1, was 
staked by Bob Morgon on an area of the Windy-Judson 
Rd. The  material is a mixture of jasper, agate and opal 
with interesting patterns and colors. 
 This location was discovered at summer camp 
exploring the roads in the Needa Lake area. 
 Both claims are available to all Society rock-
hounds under the following conditions:- 

 Claims not to used for commercial purposes. 

 Digging restricted to hand tools only. 

 All holes to be filled in before leaving the site. 

 All garbage to be packed out. 

 Report number of people & time spent on the claim to  
Win. This very important. This information is needed 
to be able to file the assessment work.  

For information on these 2 claims contact: 
Win Robertson 
Tel. 250-376-4878, e mail winrobertson@hotmail.com 
 
There have been 2 other claims staked for Society mem-
bers by Bob Morgan. 

 Harrison Lake - fossils 

 Williams Lake - rhodonite  
For information contact: 
Bob Morgan 
604-534-7161, e mail keeko@uniserve.com 
 

TAKE ONLY WHAT YOU CAN USE 
LEAVE THE REST FOR OTHERS 

De #1 
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Summer Camp - August 4 - 8, 2003 
Pipers Glen Resort & Campgrounds, Fraser Lake, B.C. 

Box 35,Fort Fraser,  BC V0J 1N0 
Tel. 250-690-7565 

E mail: pipersglen@uniserve.com 
 

Located 100 mi. west of Prince George on Hwy 16 overlooking Fraser Lake  
The resort has 7 cabins,  

2 small cabins that can accommodate 2 persons  
5 larger cabins that can accommodate up to 6 persons  

All cabins have running water, frig, stove, dishes, cutlery and cooking utensils.  
No toilets or showers, Bring your own bedding & towels  

There is a central wash house with showers, flush toilets & laundry room  
Cabins are $40 per night per night for 2 persons, $3 for each extra person  

There are 30 RV sites, 2 with full hook-up, the rest partial hook ups & a tenting area 
$15 - $18 per night  

The campground has a sani-dump, boat launch, boats, horseshoes & playground 
 

There 2 Motels at Fraser Lake: 
Catalina Motor Inn 

210 - Chowsunket Street 
Fraser Lake, B.C. V0J 1S0 

Tel. 250-699-6254 

Fraser Lake Inn 
110 - Chowsunket Street 

Fraser Lake, B.C. V0J 1S0 
Tel. 250-699-6221 

 
Materials  to be collected: 

Jasper - a variety of colors at several locations 
Agate 

Common opal 
Thundereggs 

Geodes 
Agatized wood 

And ???? 
 

Ian McEwen advises that since most of the sites in this area are in or near bedrock, digging and rock breaking equip-
ment will increase the collecting ability of the participants.  The following is a list of the equipment that would be useful 
    Full size pick, shovel-long & short handled, sledge hammers 
    Crack or club hammer (the crack hammer is on of my favourite tools) 
    Gads and cold chisels (old cold chisels work well, new ones will quickly degrade when used on rock) 
    Garden rake or harrow (a three prong harrow is my one of my favorite tools since a rule of in situ rockhounding is  
    "if  you pick up, dig down") 
    Pry bars (crow bar and/or straight bar) 
    Safety equipment such as gloves, safety glasses, bear spray, personal first aid kit, and sunscreen 
    Collecting buckets (my favourite is the 25 lb soft margarine buckets that restaurants are often willing to sell for a  
    couple of dollars) 
Many of the above items are common around the house and not everyone needs to have all of the items. 
You may have other tools to add to this list.I    Collecting buckets (my favourite is the 25 lb soft margarine buckets that 
restaurants are often willing to sell for a couple of dollars) 
Many of the above items are common around the house and not everyone needs to have all of the items. 
You may have other tools to add to this list. 
 
For further information contact Win Robertson,  
Tel. 250-376-4878, E mail winrobertson@hotmail.com 
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Summer Camp 2002, 
The Exploratory at Sheridan Lake Area 
By De singleton, Surrey Rockhound Club 

 
 Summer camp will be different this year, I 
thought, as I booted it up the Coquihalla. It's an explora-
tory, so there won't be the usual piles of material to bring 
back, just 
miles of dusty, deactivated logging roads to explore by 
the hour, and maybe I'll find a few specimens. 
 Wow! I rolled into the campsite, and the whole 
gang was there from Surrey Club. I found my site, number 
20..Just me and the squirrels. Amazingly, I looked over at 
site 19 and there were Avis, Maureen and Tom-just like 
last year, we were neighbours at summer camp once 
again! As I struggled with getting my tarp up, (because 
I'm short, it's going to be a very LOW tarp) along came 
Fred Schulp and Cecil Fominoff, two tall guys, and sud-
denly, my tarp was WAY up there, and it was the MOST 
PERFECT tarp I've ever had! I enjoyed it all week. 
Thanks you two! 
 First trip out on Monday morning was to Mike Bo-
livar's claim. I remembered that climb from last year. This 
year I scouted around the bottom end, investigating all the 
pockets of agate in the basalt on the other side of the 
road from the claim. There was a lot of the vesicular lava 
in huge boulders, and I clambered all over them. With my 
3-pound sledge and using the pointy end of my rock ham-
mer as a chisel, I popped out lots of agate. Well, I 
thought, I have lots of material today, but the rest of the 
week will be barren, because we'll just be exploring a lot 
and likely finding little. It was a surprisingly good-finding 
day. 
 Tuesday we drove up to an area where some 
agate chips had been found in the road cut. That's always 
a good indicator that there may be more and better mate-
rial around. We were divided up into two groups. One 
group zoomed past us to explore the upper end of the 
road, and we stopped to cover the ground in this area, 
hoping to find the source of all those agate chips. I found 
more chips, but no big nodules. A little farther up on a 
knoll, I heard someone bashing rock, and went to see. 
The rock in question was a large common opal piece, with 
very interesting color, but it was very weathered, and frac-
tured, so it crumbled apart like a stale cookie. Four of us 
played around with those pieces for awhile then moved 
across the hillside to follow Randall Defehr. He always 
finds good material, but it's hard to keep up to him! Sure 
enough, Randall had his hands full of nice 3 to 4 inch 
nodules, and said they were all over. Several of us 
looked, and we found some good ones. There was an 
area of the vesicular lava that had pockets of larger nod-
ules with crystals, but it was very hard basalt, and my 
hammer just bounced right back at me when I tried to 
smuck it. I would need several hours of work with a chisel 
and sledgehammer to get those out without destroying 
the specimens, so I left them there for others to see. 
 We moved on to have lunch, and there was the 
best find of the day-a perfectly forked hotdog stick! I cam 
prepared with my garden clippers, and was able to get it, 
along with several other prime sticks for the wiener roast 
that evening. I felt very pleased with myself, and showed 

me to get LOTS of sticks for them. Okay, it was an easy 
job with all those great poplar saplings around every-
where. Back at camp Rudy and Gladys purchased corn 
and were busy shucking 144 cobs of it! (Thanks so much 
for doing that job. It was great corn!) 
 This was the coldest summer camp I have at-
tended, and I like to be warm. I would especially like to 
thank Nita Handy for the use of her quilt on these cold 
nights. I had forgotten mine at home, and I was so grate-
ful to cuddle under that quilt with only my cold nose pro-
truding. 
 Wednesday was the day for Peridot. Away we 
went. It was a long drive, and we had to stop for a relief 
break 
halfway on. The site was through some beautiful terrain, 
and it is always uplifting to see our beautiful country. The 
road had some sharp lava pieces, and we had 3 vehicles 
in the caravan with flat tires. We stopped for repairs, and 
were soon on our way again. It was an amazing sight-
when we arrived, because there was an area of about 1 
kilometre where there had been a valley lava flow from a 
volcanic eruption. The basalt was very hard, and very 
much blocky in nature, which created an aesthetically 
pleasing formation. Although it was heavy to carry, Fred 
Schulp took several pieces to be used as bases for bon-
sai plants, and they certainly looked perfect for that pur-
pose. The basalt had pockets of peridot in small clusters 
of fractured crystals. The color was a striking green and 
the clarity was good, but the pockets I found were too 
small for working as gemstones. Still, it was an amazing 
sight, and well worth seeing. The rest of the scouting crew 
went farther up the road, but the volcanic area ran out just 
up the road, and there was only the usual glacial drift. 
 Back at camp I showed off the specimens, 
cleaned up and had some hobo stew. Always yummy, I 
wonder why we follow recipes so carefully, when some-
thing thrown together like hobo stew can taste so good. 
When I got home, I suggested to my daughter that we buy 
10 cans of food and throw it in a pan on Sunday, and we 
could just warm it up and ladle scoops of it out every night 
for supper for the rest of the week. Then nobody would 
have to cook! (She was not impressed with this idea!) 
 The "Rogue" group, who had gone on ahead to 
the end of the road on Tuesday, had discovered a vein of 
purply, agaty, opally material and it looked very promis-
ing. Win, Ernie, Bob, and Elmer went to spend Thursday 
morning staking it. I wanted to learn how to do this, so 
what better way than to offer my help? 
 First, we hiked down the road to the west of the 
claim, found a tree and marked it for post one (this is a 2-
post claim), then we hiked down the road in the other di-
rection, and found a tree 500 meters from the first post. 
Oops! We couldn't see the claim from there, so I was di-
rected to build a tri-stand and put flagging on top. Win 
saw that I couldn't reach the top, and put it up for me. Ahh 
the joys of being short! At the other end of the claim, we 
found another tree in line with the claim and the first tree, 
and marked it. Ernie, a former faller, knew exactly what to 
do, and he had the exact tools with him, in pristine, sharp-
ened condition. I was impressed! He sawed the first and 
pointed to EXACTLY where it would drop. The tree heard 
him and did just that! Then he sliced a circle around the  
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tree, about 10 inches under the cut, and squared off the 
post with an axe. He made it look easy, but it would not  
have been so easy without Ernie! Win suggested the  
name of the claim as "De # l", and so it is, my first "Claim 
to fame". It was a memorable morning. Thanks to all who 
helped.    

 By noon we were done, and it was time to get 
some of that nice material out of the vein, and then ex-
plore the hillside a little. Allan Brooks found a nice large 
chunk and it was admired by all. Now it was my turn, and 
I got some very nice, solid looking pieces. I could hardly 
wait to get them back to the workshop to see how they 
would polish. Farther up the mountain, I spotted some 
cinder lava. I pushed at it, expecting it to be very heavy, 
but to my surprise, it was light and carriable. I selected a 
large piece with wood and curls of lava that had been 
stopped in its tracks. I envisioned it in my garden and 
(with help) lugged it down the mountainside. It's now 
placed by my mockorange plant and referred to by my 
sons as "Mom's ugly rock". Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder, and I think it's beautiful! 
 I showed off my finds back at camp, and they 
were duly admired by my club, which was in process of 
having 
happy hour. Later that night was dessert night, and we all 
had ice cream slathered with sprinkles, chocolate 
chips and Carmel sauce. Mmmmm, Rudy and Gladys 
again. Thanks you two! 
 Friday it was pouring with rain, but we were not 
discouraged from going out. Win thought we were all 
crazy, 
but we are not pansies, so away we went, down to the 
end of Windy Judson road. We pulled into a meadow to 
park, and as I looked out the window of the truck I spotted 
a nice, hand-sized agate. I hopped out of the truck, ex-
cited, and scooped it up. It was the find of the day for me. 
The rest of the wandering got me soaking 
wet and cold, but I found only a few more small agates. 
We ate lunch, roadsided, and did more roadsiding. 
The scenery up there is breathtaking at the best. With 
tree-studded mountains grooved by glaciers and 

dotted with little lakes nestled between, it's a very pleas-
urable experience. Even though it was cold and wet and 
we weren't finding much, it was still just great to be out 
there. 
 Win Robertson left for home, and gave me the 
use of her cabin for the night. I was able to use the heater 
to dry all my clothes and warm up. Thanks Win! 
 The next day, it was time to head home, but 
there's always one more stop. This time 7 of us went 
across a 
ferry at Little Fort, where we were looking for rhodonite in 
the Thompson riverbed. There was also a shale cliff that 
Terry Bacon knew about, and it was loaded with leaf fos-
sils. I picked up a few samples of the fossils, and the oth-
ers found some the rhodonite on the riverbed. 
 All good things come to an end, and so it was 
time to head for home. We parted ways, but had just a 
great time. My truck was loaded with rock, and I was 
bound to make the last ferry before lunch. 
 Summer camp is always so much fun, and it's 
wonderful to get to some different rockhound areas far 
from 
home. Events like this don't just happen. It takes some-
one to be the push behind it and have the insight and 
courage to take a risk and make it happen. That person 
for we rockhounds is Win Robertson, and she does an 
awesome job! You're the best. Win! Thanks so much! 
 Next year, I hear summer camp is at Fraser Lake. 
Then we may continue on to the Yukon. It will be the trip 
of a lifetime! I'm already excited about that trip. 
 

SUMMER CAMP, 2002 
by Sharon Hamelin, Richmond Gem  & Mineral Club 
 
 We left the morning of July 28, and after a lei-
surely drive of 8 hours we arrived at our destination, Loon 
Bay Resort on Sheridan Lake. After setting up we wan-
dered 
down to find Win Robertson's cabin to register. The cost 
was $5.00 per person or $10.00 per family, most of this 
registration was to be spent on the summer camp. The 
late afternoon was bright & sunny and the view of the lake 
was fresh and sparkling. 

 When registration was finalized there were 85 
adults and 6 children registered, about 16 clubs were rep-
resented. Surrey club had the most members there-18. 
Our club, Richmond Gem & Mineral Club had 10- Wendy 
& Ivan Leversage, Liv & Harley Waterson, Maggie & 

De & Ernie at De # 1 
photo coutesy De Singleton, Surrey Club 

The morning instructions 
phote courtesy of Harley Waterson, Richmond Club 
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In ditches and along the embankment, some hardy souls 
went up the embankments and into the bush looking for a 
source. Most of the rock found this day was a gray agate, 
some had banding in it. Sometime after lunch our ride 
decided to have a look at Needa Lake, we found our way 
in but the forestry camp had been decomissioned and we 
were only able to look at a small portion of the shoreline. 
On our way back we spotted a number of rockhounds 
bashing away at an agate seam. I'm not sure of the colour 
in this seam. 

 Back to Camp we went to get ready for our dinner 
supplied by The Summer Camp Fund and bought and 
transported to camp by our President Rudy Zimmerman 
and his wife Gladys. The diners could contribute salads or 
desserts. We cooked our own weiners over the camp fire. 
We also had corn on the cob. There were plenty of salads 
and enough dessert and hot coffee. After dinner everyone 
gathered around the campfire to talk and roast marshmal-
lows. 
 July 30 - sunny with clouds. We drove off for 
more exploration along the Windy Mountain-Jedson Rd.. 
Found more pieces of the grey agate. Alien Brooks found 
a large piece of agate, opal, obsidian mixture and at the 
same 
time a large outcrop of this material was discovered by 
others. Am & I felt it was very similar to the rock at Dave 
Abel's claim on Charlson Rd outside Quesnel. After lunch 
we went to another site that Terry Bacon & The DeFehrs 
from the Abbotsford club had found. Some larger agate 
nodules were found but there is so much overburden that 
you could only find them in clearings. After dinner which 
we had to cook ourselves, we assembled around the 
campfire for more socializing and marshmallows. 
 July 31 - cloud, rain & cold. Today was a long 
distance trek. They were driving to Canim Lake to look for 
Peridot. The only Peridot they discovered was in the lava 

camp the weather did improve as Rudy and his helpers 
Elmer Beck and Don Wolfe started to prepare for the fa 
mous Hobo Stew. This is a dinner where everyone con-
tributes a can of something to the stew and the emptied 
can becomes your dish. Buns were provided. Believe it or 
not it is quite tasty and there is usually enough for sec-
onds. After dinner there was the usual socializing plus 
Julius Cotter, Burnaby & Surrey Clubs played a number of 
old time favourites on his Harmonica and Ches & Ev Lar-
son, 1120 Club did some ballroom dancing to his music 
and other sang some of these old tunes. Quite Entertain-
ing! 
       August 1 - The day started off cloudy with the sun 
peeking out in the afternoon. A group led by Win Robert-
son & Bob Morgan went off to stake a claim on the agate, 
opal, obsidian rock. Harley Waterson led the other group 
off in a new direction to explore. After hours of driving and 
finding nothing we went back to the Windy JedsonRd. and 
drove past the staking group to explore further up. We still 
hadn't found anything when we took another branch. We 
stopped where we could see a large lake down below. It 
was a beautiful sight. Randall & Simone had gone on 
ahead, then radioed back that they had found some agate 
at a log marshalling spot. So off we went - not everyone 
was able to drive all the way so some were ferried and  
some walked. Randall found a large piece of agate about 
25 Ibs. The rest of us picked up more float. Again no 
source -must be glacial til. On our way out we checked 
another marshalling spot above the first one, agate was 
found here too. We arrived back at camp about 3:00. To-
night was Dessert & Awards Night! After dinner we 
started to gather at the campfire, all the picnic tables had 
been placed under the tenting as it was raining. Dessert 
consisted of a bowl of ice cream and a choice of toppings. 
Awards were given out by Win Robertson & Rudy Zim-
merman. Jan Kohar of High Country, Ed Patola, Surrey 
and Gordon Pinder, Maple Ridge all received an award 
for being considerate enough to get flat tires within 200 
metres of each other when on the trip to Canim Lake. 
Walt Pinder, Maple Ridge received the Wussy Camper 
Award for decamping on Wednesday to look for warmer 
weather! Bev & Ernie Olinyk, Lakes District and Cec & 
Mary Fominoff, Kokanee Club were given awards for 
coming the farthest distance to camp. Alien Brooks' award 
was for finding the largest rock from farthest out. Neil & 
Joan Christensen for being the first ones from Vancouver 
Island to attend a Summer Camp on the mainland. Jules 
Cotter received an award for providing music for our 
campfires. Ev & Ches Larson were given an award for 
their entertaining dancing. 
 August 2 - The last day. A large group went back 
to the log marshalling spots to see if more agate could be 
found. A few gathered around the campfire that night and 
enjoy each others company. A lot of members had broken 
camp and headed for home. 
 August 3 - Practically everyone left today. But 
before going we stopped to visit a small craft fair which is 
held every Saturday at the campground. We had a very 
enjoyable time at this year's camp despite the cool 
weather. The rocks found weren't the greatest but that's 
what Summer Camp is - exploration of our province and 
meeting fellow Society members! 

Gladys with help from Elmer Beck, getting everything 
going for the wiener roast. 
Photo courtesy Mike Ma, Hastings Club 
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Fountain Valley Field Trip 
By Bob Morgan 
 
 The purpose of this field trip is to explore the area 
for rocks, minerals and fossils.  Win Robertson, while on a 
fishing trip several years ago, noted some red skinned 
agates near the #50 camp site.  According to Rick Hud-
son’s, “Gold, Gemstone and Mineral Sites of B.C.  Vol-
ume 2”  on p.150 (map) and p.154 (description), there are 
thundereggs near the north end of the valley on the east 
side at alpine levels (2000m). 
 The Valley is split roughly down the middle by the 
Fountain and Cinquefoil Creeks.  The creeks are thought 
to approximate a fault line separating two distinct geologi-
cal groups of rocks both of which are Cretaceous in age 
(120 - 140 million yrs.) 
 To the west or left (facing north) of the creeks is 
the Jackass Mountain Group.  These are sedimentary 
rocks consisting of conglomerates, sandstones, silstones, 
and argillites.  This would be the area for fossil hunters.  
 To the east or right (facing north) is the Spences 
Bridge Group.  These are mostly lavas consiting of ande-
site, basalt, and rhyolite with some minor continental sedi-
mentary rocks * in between the flows.  These lavas are 
reported to be quite decomposed with pink and white cal-
cite stringers.  This is the obvious choice for agate  
hunters.  
 Remember no rock hunting on Indian Reserva-
tions (IR) without permission 
 *this means that the sediments are the result of 
deposition by rivers and lakes and may have the potential 
of dinosaur fossils.  
 

Founntain Valley Field Trip 
By  Ron Wade 
 
 The object was to investigate Fountain Valley 
(located between Lytton and Lillooet) for rock hounding 
possibilities. 
 The The initial impetus was initiated by Win 
Robertson who observed agate in and around Kwotle-
nemo Lake.  
 Bob Morgan led the trip.  Bob and I had often 
stated the area looked interesting, but it took Win to “stir 
the stumps”. 
 De and David Singleton joined us in the explora-
tion 
 Thursday and Friday, June 11 & 12 was spent 
driving up various roads. In a gravel pit 0.4 km up Rusty 
Creek road only one small agate was found.  At 1.2 km 
there is a talus slope that, at the time, did not look inter-
esting (30 degrees +) but should be checked out in more 
detail.  A chain blocked the road at 1.7 km.  The authority 
was not indicated as on earlier “No Trespassing” sign. 
 Frantzen Creek road was travelled only 0.3 kmto 
a few houses.  Further investigations should use this road 
to possibly access the power line road.  The ‘Ashcroft, 
B.C 
.Map 92 I/NW, THIRD STATUS EDITION, 1974-75’ indi 
cates this road continues for about 2.1 km.  This should 
be checked out.  Due to habitation no rock check was 
done. 
 At Frantzen Creek itself a 0.1 km road to the 

site 5, LAMONT ALPINE, thunder eggs (p.154, Hudson -  
Vol. 2) 
 Farther north (? km) there was a road eastward to 
HIGH CLIFF RANCH, which may access the ‘site 5’ re-
gion via the power line road &/or CART TRACK. There 
was a phone number for appointments posted on the 
unlocked gate.  B. Morgan made a note of the number 
and attempted contact, but to no avail.  So as to not an-
tagonize the rancher the road was not entered.  Another 
area to follow up. 
 The next stop was the I.R. administration office at 
the northern junction with highway #12.  The response to 
the request for access to site 5 over their region was po-
lite but negative.  Permission to access the Fraser R. was 
denied due to too short of notice and a guide would be 
required. 
 Access to the Fraser R. according to government 
topographical maps, may be achieved just west of the 
junction over non aboriginal land, also the I.R. boundary 
is south of the river.  Land ownership and possible access 
should be determined.  
 Back to the Kwotlenemo Lake campsite (#50 on 
Forest Service Map, Lillooet and area. See inset). 
 July 13th the Fountain Creek access road east of 
the lake was investigated.  At 2.2 km the road forked.  
The right fork was blocked after 0.1 km by a fallen tree.  
The left fork ended after 0.1 km in a meadow.  Entering 
the meadow there is a rocky bluff to the right which con-
tained small, 1 cm +, agate amygules similar to those 
found in Kwotlenemo Lake.  
 After a short walk, along animal trails, from the 
end of the meadow Fountain Creek was encountered.  
But due to deep overburden and steep banks no investi-
gation was made re ‘rock’ material. 
 Later in the a.m. from the same access road the 
power line ‘road’ was entered.  After about 0.2 km the 
road ended.  Near this end there is a small slide onto the 
road which contained thunder eggs up to 170 cm in di-
ameter which matched the Hudson site 5 description of 
rough outer surface containing calcite.  Further explora-
tion of the area had no other finds. “Hot Spot” was iso-
lated to the small slide.  Perhaps exploration over a wider 
area would result in further finds. 
 The valley south of Kwotlenemo Lake and the 
west side of the valley was not explored.  
 Due to the limited finds, the individuals arriving 
Saturday in consultation with the ‘exploration party’ de-
cided to ‘pull up stakes’ and travel to more productive ar-
eas. 
 Future ‘explorers’ may want to: 
  1. Check ranch access to Fraser R. 
  2. Contact HIGH CLIFF RANCH access 
to ‘site 5’. 
  3. Negotiate I.R. access permission. 
  4. Check talus area on Rusty Creek road. 
5. Expand investigation area of Fountain C. bluff and 
power line road. 
6. Explore Cinquefoil Creek access road. 
7. Explore the south end of Fountain Valley. 
 The area has tantalising showings and is worthy 
of further investigation, but, as in any proper exploration 
be prepared to put in the time that is necessary and do 
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Fountain Valley 

     Inset 
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B.C. Gemshow News Flash 
From Ivan - Chairman, B.C. Gem Show 

 
 One of our focuses this year is to endeavour to 
get our attendance up. We all know the economics of this 
and how it benefits both sellers and the Society's financial 
bottom line.     
 Our  activities  started  back  in May  when I  at-
tended  a  Recreation  Fair  in  Abbotsford with Terry Ba-
con, President of the Abbotsford Club at  which the vari-
ous clubs and organizations in the area promoted their 
activities.  Terry and I were able to promote the Lapidary 
hobby for the Abbotsford Club as well as the Gem Show. 
  Our Publicity Chairperson, Barbara Mathieson, 
has also been busy over the summer getting our advertis-
ing established. 
 I would like to thank Win Robertson who de-
signed the posters, bookmarks and business card sized 
advertising as well as Donnamae Chinois who printed the 
1/4 page 
advertising brochures. 
 Barbara has put together a package of advertis-
ing material for each club which, when distributed, will 
help in educating the public about our show.  These will 
either be 
given to the Club Delegates at the October 6th. Society 
Meeting or if not picked up will be mailed out. 
 If every club member attending the big show 
brought one new person with them we could, with minimal 
effort, increase our attendance by at least ten percent.  
Something to think about!! 
 A point raised at Rendezvous was that Club 
members attending the Show were willing to help but did 
not know which areas needed assistance.  As promised I 
am putting together an Information Sheet to inform Club 
members where help is required.  We will provide this to 
you early in the New Year. 
 It seems it's only a few weeks ago that we were 
packing up the Gem Show for another year.  As well Ren-
dezvous and Summer Camp have come and gone and 
the fall seasonis about to commence. 
 We have held our first Gem Show Meeting to 
start planning for 2003. As your incoming Show Chairman 
I look forward to the challenges ahead.  Our Show 
Committee has a few new faces and they bring to their 
positions expertise that will be put to good use. I am very 
lucky to be working with a strong team.  We also have 
good sound traditions to follow which have been laid 
down by previous Show Chairmen. 
 We are still looking for a few more Show Commit-
tee members to assist and back up 
the following positions: 

 Show Chairman 

 Publicity/Advertising 

 Dealers 

 Demonstrators 

 Clubs 

 Special Displays 

 Children's Creative Workshop 
If anyone is willing to assist us please let me know at (604
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Greetings from the Kooteny Zone. 
 
 On June 22, 2002 the Kokanee Club hosted, 
what we hope is the first meeting  of the resurrected 
Kootenay Zone.  There we 10 Members from The Creston 
Club, Russ Olson from the old Trail Club. And 3 members 
of the Selkirk Mineral Club, and 17 members from the 
Kokanee club  plus 5 children. 
 We met a 9AM for coffee and then went to a Gar-
net Placer Claim of one of the local Prospectors.  Every-
one found some garnets and enjoyed a lovely day. 
 We returned to the Passmore Hall for a Pot Luck 
lunch and a short meeting. 
 Creston reported that they have been out metal 
detecting and gold panning when possible.  They have 
been busy doing lapidary work and participating in the 
Christmas Craft fair and Blossom Festival. 
 Trail has not been very active, however Russ Ol-
son has been out and got some gorgeous Buse Lake 
Agate and eye agates. 
 The Selkirk club has been on field trips and has a 
schedule of future trips, some of which we will try to at-
tend. 
 We had a silent auction, the proceeds going to 
help maintain the placer claim. 
 The meeting closed as 2:15 PM and the plan is 
for Creston to host the next Zone meeting in October. 
 All the club members enjoyed themselves and we 
were pleased to have the Selkirk Club join us. 
 

VANCOUVER ISLAND ZONE MEETING 
 
 The Vancouver Island Zone meeting was held on 
August 25 at the home of Jack and Jan Boyes in Black 
Creek. Twenty delegates and fellow island club members 
attended. A delicious BBQ luncheon preceded the meet-
ing that began at one o’clock with president John Burns in 
the chair.  
 John’s first duty was to turn over the reins of lead-
ership to new president Gordon Billings. First on the 
agenda was a vote of thanks to the outgoing executive. A 
brief business meeting followed.  
 There was a discussion re the Society’s name 
change. It was moved by John Burns, seconded by C. 
Langill and passed that delegates poll their individual 
clubs and report the results to Gordon who will take the 
report to the next Society meeting in October.  
 Parksville member Jack Smith reported on a very 
successful Gemboree and submitted a check for 
$1203.39 Congratulations and appreciation was ex-
pressed to the Parksville Club for their hard work.  
 Cowichan member Phil Watson spoke of the pos-
sibility of club members taking part in a sale and demon-
stration of lapidary skills at Telegraph Cove next summer 
during the long weekend in August. It would be an oppor-
tunity to interest the public in lapidary. Phil will have the 
information for interested members at the next meeting.  
 There was a move to adjourn by Sharon Lands-
borough.   
 The next meeting will be at the Barclays 896 Ter-
rien Way, Parksville in late November. We will publish the 
date in the next Bugle.  

Abbotsford Rock Rock & Gem Club 
Submitted by Terry Bacon 
 
 Our Abbotsford Club has been holding it's own 
and we are having a great time . I have participated in the 
following: River hounding & Arizona tripping carries us 
into Gem Show with the big sign put up take down & the 
show itself. 
 Rendezvous at Chase was a lot of fun even the 
detour showed us some new roads. It was there that I 
heard of a camp out at Shaw Springs, I presumed that it 
meant all interested hounders so when the weekend 
came I went to Shaw Springs gave my $3 registration and 
set up my camp. Although I am not from the Interior Zone 
I am 
interested in rocks from anywhere and looked forward to 
the field trips and exchange of ideas. The turnout was 
medium with the Richards from the coast also joining in. I 
had phoned everyone I thought might enjoy the trip. Hosts 
Chess, Ev Larson seemed surprised by us arriving: even 
Ben Beutler queried my presence; but not to be detoured 
we stayed, and in the end we had an interesting week-
end . Using some remembered locations and rescent in-
formation from R. DefHer. D. Capstick led the way. We 
had good weather and found some interesting and differ-
ent items. Dug from a stream vent at the top of the hill, to 
agates & geodes were found by most. Pot luck was very 
interesting with camp dumplings, great food the meeting 
was informative and constructive . 
 From there our club B.B.Q. / meeting at David & 
Anne's . 
 July found me traveling with Kelley & Lynne to the 
interior we searched Lavington area for peridots with the 
information from Bill Rogers at Armstrong we did find the 
location and got some small stuff in the basalt. At Cherry-
ville we met a very interesting man, Dick Anderson who is 
a Rockalogist (self proclaimed) and prospector. He gives 
lessons on rock formations, gold panning, wilderness sur-
vival and more. From there we went to Falkland and did 
Monte Lake and Paxton Valley with Herb & Janets per-
mission The temp. stayed around 30 C . We went to 
Savonna Mt. But decided it was too hot to go down to the 
mine and we road hunted with reasonable success of 
common opal, agates.  
 Sat. the 13 we met up with B. Morgan and others 
for Fountain Valley which was a nice camp too busy, and 
we went to Shaw Springs were David Singleton found a 
huge nodule by the hwy. We carried on to Buse Lake 
claim. 
After some confusion about the entrance through a ranch 
we camped for the night. There was fresh bear sign 
around so we made lots of noise singing. There were 
some great crystals found but not much blue. 
 July 20 Randall lead some of us part way to Fol-
ley   Peak for a preliminary check, several hours of hiking 
and we did not get all the way. Aug. 31  - Sept. 2 will be 
the real trip in. 
 Next was summer camp at Loon Bay Resort July 
28 -Aug. 5. Some of us stayed at my cabin property most 
of the 89 registered members were at the resort. 25 to 27 
cars were on each trip including the one where there were 
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Rockhounds Beware                                              
by Barbara Smith, Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society 
 
 On returning from a five day, four night stay in 
Oregon, we arrived at the ferry terminal in Port Angeles 
about 6 p.m. and were thrilled to find we were first in line 
for the 9 p.m. Coho to Victoria.  We were returning from 
The Madras Pow Wow, where we had been collecting 
and trading specimens.  The ferry was running late and 
we arrived in Victoria at 11.50.  We had discussed the 
amount of goods we had procured and settled figures. I 
used to write everything down but this time we were lax in 
that respect. 
 I thought it was great being first off the ferry for a 
change. The customs man asked the amount of the pur-
chases we had made and my husband said $125 for us 
both. This should have been $125 each US. Well the cus-
toms had us drive ahead and open the lift gate. When he 
saw that we were "Hiding rocks under the seats." We 
were told to move to the side to be investigated. Well they 
told us (four senoirs ) to "Get out of the vehicle taking only 
your money and stand in front of the van". Three of the 
officials then proceeded to take everything out of the car. 
 We reminded them that several of our specimens 
were fragile, to which they replied they had done this be-
fore. After going through everything they took us each in 
turn to empty our purses and all of my husband's pockets. 
They said we had lied to them, that we obviously had 
hundreds 
 

of dollars worth of rocks.  They could not seem to concep 
tualize the fact of picking up free rocks.  We had also 
taken some rocks with us for swapping and brought most 
of them back. They did not believe this either. They in-
sisted we must own a rock business or be selling on E-
Bay.  Because we had not written everything down they 
insisted we were lying to them. They kept repeating "Don't 
lie to us, why don't you come clean?" I said if I got some 
paper and a pen I would go over everything but they 
would have none of that and just said that should have 
been done before. (Papers used to be given to everyone 
while on the ferry but they don't seem to do 
this any more).  By this time we had been standing 
around for 1 hour and forty minutes and were deadlocked 
 They said they must know the exact price of-the 
rocks and no explanation -on our part made any differ-
ence. We had obviously been trying to hide them from the 
customs.  By 1.30am they began asking if we had ever 
had any trouble with the law. We all answered "No" so 
they asked for our drivers licenses and went to check 
them with the police.  On returning they seemed to have 
finally run out of steam. They said we had now been 
"Noted" and they were allowing us to go, this was 1.40 
a.m. We finally got to our house at 2 a.m. after which our 
two friends still had 
to drive to their homes. 
 So any rockhounds coming into Canada please 
do not "Hide" rocks under the seats. Put them all on your 
lap for inspection!!! 
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Obsidian, the De #1 claim.  
 Exploration on the other days proved interesting. 
Evening venues included the famous Hobo stew. A won-
derful time Thank you Win for summer camp and thank 
you Zimmermans for the food . Looking forward to 2003 
at Eraser Lake 
 My mom and I are off to Manitoba in Sept. for 
more Souris rock and Garcon fossils , see you all again 
good rockhounding  
TERRY, Abbotsford pres. 
 

Lapidary Club of West Vancouver 
 
 The September 16 meeting features a presenta-
tion by Rory Moore on diamond exploration. Mr. Moore 
has direct experience in this area. 
 Also at this meeting we will have a chance to let 
our wishes be known about classes and social events. 
Attendance at Christmas parties and summer picnics has 
been low for the last couple of years.  Perhaps there are 
other kinds of events that more members find desirable. 
 Our October 21 meeting will be in the Larch 
Room (Lapidary workshop) in the Rec Center. The pro-
gram will be a presentation by a sculptor. The December 
meeting is 
normally a Christmas party - but this year nothing is fixed. 
 Summer Past: It didn't actually rain on our sum-
mer picnic, the company was good, but the attendance 
sparse. It was primarily old friends getting together, but 
the newer members were notably absent and definitely 
missed. 
    The last weekend of July had rockhounds heading for 
Summer Camp in the Cariboo, jewellery makers at Crea-
tive Jewellers' International Jewellery Workshop in Sur-
rey, and car racing afficianados at the Indy races in Van-
couver. Attendance numbers at the workshop were re-
duced by the competition, but remain quite good. Summer 
Camp had great attendance but was unlucky with the 
weather. Spare tires and spare clothes were precious. A 
fine drizzle was only a slight irritant for the Wednesday 
field trip, but serious rain on Thursday evening turned clay 
roads into sticky mud on Friday. It didn't actually freeze, 
but the driest clothes in the resort were surely the bathing 
suits. Knife-edged schist took revenge on a convoy of 
rockhounds. Three flat tires on three vehicles were dis-
covered almost simultaneously.  One of the puny 
"doughnut" spare tires far exceeded its rated usefulness 
in getting its driver about 50 km to 100 Mile House. 
 Workshops and Classes: The seniors lapidary 
workshop will continue on Wednesday mornings 9:00 
a.m. to 12 noon, beginning on Sept 16. Silversmithing is 
continuing with the 10:00-4:30 format on Fridays.  
 Missed Opportunity: The Special events coordi-
nator at the B.C. Museum of Mining at Britannia Beach 
has been trying to put together an event (Rocks 'n Roll 
Tailgate 
Party) which would include rockhounders. Unfortunately, 
it had to be cancelled for lack of interest expressed by 
rockhounders - many of us not having heard of it.  It 
sounds like a great opportunity to do a bit of advertising of 
ourselves and sell of to the public some of our accumu-
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Thompson Valley Rock Club 
Run Down  on Summer Field Trips 
 
Deadman Creek Field Trip; 
  Two vehicles from Kamloops met Jan from 
Logan Lake at the start of the Deadmans Road. We then 
motored to the agate dig a Gorge Creek. We all found 
some good agate. We went to Jan's favorite site for agate 
and 
other nice material. After a short time we traveled to Back 
Valley to look for saginite, agate and calcite. Some agate 
was found. I saw a piece of calcite high above my reach. 
 The day was ending so I didn't attempt suicide to get it. I 
appeared everyone had a good time and came home with 
treasures. What we missed in quantity we made up for in 
locating several sites. 
Tom Ham brook.... 
 
McGilvary Quarry; 
    Was well attended, and with a few welcome new mem-
bers coming out and with the weather being great made-
the trip fun. A few nice crystals were found and I think 
most members who attended had a good time. 
 
The Family  Picnic; 
   Was well attended, with great weather and good food 
being served up Everyone got in a lot of visiting with lots 
of previous trips being discussed. 
    Some of the members got out and found some good 
agate and a little other material. I think the Family Picnic 
was enjoyed by all attending. 
 
Savona Mountain; 
   Was a good trip with some good material being found. 
The weather was hot and the climb was strenuous and 
even though we had a few members not getting all the 
way to the digging area I think  that  those  who  did  en-
joyed themselves. 

     

Opal Tips 
 
 Is opal fragile? A properly cut and polished opal, 
when properly set, lasts a lifetime. A properly cut opal has 
a flat 
back that can be evenly supported by a matching flat set-
ting. 
Thicker is better: The layer of color must be thick enough 
to cut DOWN INTO it slightly to achieve the best results. 
Always cut for quality: Think of this whenever a stone has 
a problem. Example it may be possible to cut one big 
stone with a little potch, or cut out the potch and cut two 
smaller stones. Generally it is better to cut the smaller 
stones. 
Crystal opal is more brittle: Therefore, it flakes more eas-
ily.  It needs a 320 lap for working it. Be sure to break in 
all diamond wheels with agate to knock off uneven edges 
of the diamonds.... 
 
The Pegmatite 3/02 via Chips & Chatter 8/02 

The Creative Jewellers Guild 
 

International Workshop, 2002 

 The International Workshop was held, as the pre-
vious one, at Elgin Hall in Surrey. It was put together by 
mutual efforts from many guild members.  
 Many different jewellery-making techniques were 
demonstrated, as well as faceting, glass bead making, 
and beading. 
 Unfortunately Angela Jones was unable to make 
it, which meant that the colouring niobium demonstration 
was cancelled. However, the quality of the demonstra-
tions from the demonstrators who were there was high. 
 Saturday's workshop was followed by a pot-luck 
supper with some great food, which we were fortunate 
enough to be able to also enjoy for lunch on Sunday. 
 I would like to thank Linda Boyce for taking such 
good care of all of us, always making sure that we had 
everything that we needed as far as refreshments were  
concerned. 
 Many congratulations to Ruth Frackson who won 
the prize for the most popular piece. 
 Congratulations to all of us who were involved in 
putting the event together. It is regretted however that not 
very many people were attending this event. The sugges-
tion to move it to a different time of the year seems to be 
a very good idea indeed. Surely, for the people interested 
in jewellery-making this would be an event well worth its 
weight in gold. 
 

The  Picnic: 
 The annual picnic of the Creative Jewellers Guild 
was held at the home of Eric Kemp. 
 Linda Boyce was in charge at the barbecue and 
everybody had brought a little side dish of some kind 
along. The atmosphere was enjoyable and the weather 
turned out to be very nice, which allowed for us to be out-
side. I believe that we all had a really nice time enjoying 
each others company and spending a really nice evening 
together. 

 

Jewellers Bench Tricks 
From the Internet 
 
You can hide silver solder seams when soldering copper 
by placing the soldered piece into well-used pickle then 
inserting an iron nail into the pickle which plates the silver 
seam with copper thus hiding the seam. 
 
For bending small diameter tubing, Try inserting the string 
from a ’string-trimmer’-- the garden Weed Wacker type. 
The line, which comes in various thicknesses, is a very 
hard nylon and will not compress much during bending. It 
is flexible enough that it can accommodate most curves, 
and it has a slick surface to it and can be extracted easily 
after bending. For slightly larger diameter tubing, insert 3 
or 4 strands. 
 
Files: If you give a file or even a fine toothed saw a quick 
spray of CRC or WD40 before use it won't clog; not even 
when filing aluminium which is notorious for clogging.  
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Rockhound Trip - Down Pipeline Road 
By Mary Warko, Lakes District Rock & Gem Club 
                                    
 Wednesday July 31st, 2002 saw fifteen mem-
bers of the Lakes District Rock & Gem Club take off on 
an afternoon trip to Pipeline Road. This was a special 
trip for us because it is the first time we had ever been 
to that site, it was the first time Dave Driedger had 
wagon-mastered for us, and we had five children on the 
trip. 
 The day was perfect for rock-hounding.... sky 
was cloudy and air cool. There were few bugs and the 
few there were didn't emerge until we were preparing to 
leave the site to go home. In July, in Burns Lake, that is 
unheard of. 
 We had been warned that this site would de-
mand hard physical labor from us and it sure did! There 
was lots there but it was stuck in incredibly hard basalt. 
Much of it was common opal which came in many 
shades of brown. The trick was to remove it without 
shattering it. Some was Jasper and there were areas of 
beautiful golden calcite crystals which, unfortunately, 
fractured very easily. The larger rocks weighed in at 12 
to 15 pounds. Everyone went home with large, useable 
rocks. Some has already been sliced and it is gorgeous! 
 Dave took the children, James Arsenault, Bailey 
Meutzner, Nethanael, Caleb, and Bethany Tonn, to a 
location where the grader had been so they could find 
their treasures without sledging and picking. All the chil-
dren came back with treasures of beautiful and colorful 
rocks some of which included opal, jasper, and calcite 
crystals. But the most highly prized specialty with the 
children seemed to be quartz. 
 As a finale to the day, each child was allowed to 
place 1 stone in some hydrochloric acid to see if it would 
fizz and bubble.  And they weren't disappointed. The 
calcite crystals put on an impressive show.  Then each 
child was allowed to pick out one favorite polished stone 
from R.K.'s "special treasure bucket". 
 Here is what our young people have to say 

about the trip. 
 

 

Trip to Warko Wonders 
By Mary Warko, Lakes District Rock & Gem Club 
 
Sunday July 28th, 2002. 
 So why is this titled "Warko Wonders". It is cer-
tainly not because the agates are "wonders" but as we 
are among the more novice members of Lakes District 
Rock & Gem Club, Norman, Mary, and Andrew Warko 
found their first major find while exploring some back-
roads north of the Rose Lake area. That is the "wonder". 
It was very exciting for us! 
 About 12 people met at Lakeview Mall at 1:00 
p.m. and headed west to the west end of Rose Lake 
where we turned north into the hills then followed a maze 
of logging roads that branched, re-branched, and re-
branched again, until we arrived at the "wonder" site. 
 There were agates scattered all over the ground 
and others were sticking out of the basalt rock bank. 
Some of the agates were solid, others hollow, and still 
others were full of calcite crystals. While most of the ag-
ates were white, some grey/blue agates were also found. 
The agate nodules ranged in size from small to tennis ball 
size. Our youngest hounder on this trip, Daniel Reed, 
found the only seam agate.  
 This was a short afternoon trip so we did not have 
much time to glean but the pickings were easy so we 
were all able to get plenty in a short period of time and it 
was a good day for rock-hounding as it was cool out and 
a light breeze kept the bugs at bay..  
 As we unwound ourselves from the maze of 
roads and were just about back to Highway 16, the caval-
cade was stopped by a herd of horses that emerged from 
a ditch and occupied the road for a while before wander-
ing off to the other side, finally allowing us to continue on 
our way. 
 It was a very special day for our family because 
everyone went home with something and our family had 
wagon-mastered our first field trip.  
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Lakes District Rock & Gem Club 
Summer Field Trips 2002 
Submitted by Mary Warko 
 
 This was a very busy summer for our club. Here 
is a summary of our eleven scheduled Field Trips. 
 Our first field trip was on Wednesday May 15th. 
Ernie Olinyk took a group of members in his river boat up 
Taltapin Lake to a known agate site at a landslide area. 
Finding rock was impossible as the ground was still cov-
ered with a significant blanket of snow. We hope we can 
return at a later date.  
 Our second trip on Wednesday May 22nd was to 
Charlie Beatty’s Conglomerate Site. See separate article. 
 Our third and fourth trips on Sunday June 2nd 
and Wednesday June 5th were to the "Pricey Agate" Site 
on the north side of Babine Lake. Doug Price was the 
Wagon-master and arranged for the Forestry Barge to 
take us across the lake to look for Pricey Agates. Now 
you may be asking, "What are Pricey Agates?" 
 Pricey Agates are not a newly discovered agate 
but, in our Club, we name sites and their yields after the 
person who found them. Doug Price found this site and 
the agates are beautiful, mostly gray and striated. Many 
of the agates are mixed with opal and with this combina-
tion we get a beautiful and colourful assortment....... so 
they are treasured by our members and are appropriately 
referred to as "Pricey Agates".  
 Our fifth and sixth trips on Wednesday July 10th 
and Sunday July 14th were to the Seven Mile Road Area. 
Since R.K. Brown discovered this area, he led the group 
as our Wagonmaster. Edna Meutzner found some great 
pieces of colourful common opal on that trip. 
 On Sunday July 28th, the Warko family acted as 
Wagonmasters for a trip to the Broman Lake area. This 
site, up a remote logging road, was discovered by the 
Warko family who are novices in the art of rockhounding. 
For this reason, it is dubbed "the wonder site" (like it is a 
wonder they discovered it). Most of the findings were 
white agate, some of golf ball size.  
 On Wednesday July 31st, Dave Driedger became 
Wagonmaster to a site he discovered while rockhounding 
with his grandchildren. This was a half day trip to an area 
that contained the hardest basalt most of us had ever en-
countered. The rewards for hard work were great though, 
and many walked away with huge smiles on their faces 
and large pieces of Jasper and Opal in their arms.  
 Ernie Olinyk was Wagonmaster for a trip on Au-
gust 18th to the Binta Lake area where he discovered 
Geyser Balls several years ago. At the time of discovery 
the "balls", dubbed Olinykite, lay in abundance on the 
ground. That has all changed. Now the only way to get 
Olinykite is to dig and dig some more. However, the re-
wards are worth the effort. 
 On Sunday August 25th, Doug Price led a trip to 
the Maxan Lake area to do some gold panning. This was 
the first time our group had done gold panning and, for 
most of us, the first time we had ever seen or used a 
sluice box. After brief instructions, we dipped our pans in 
the water and went to work. It was our guests Paul Trufitt, 
Michael Riis-Christensen and his son Aaron who found      

the most gold flakes (actually a very impressive collec-
tion), Andrew Warko did well, too, panning a few flakes of 
his own. Doug set up a sluice box in the river and many of 
us shovelled dirt into the box while others helped push the 
big stuff through. At the end of it all, we got 2 small flakes, 
not quite enough to pay our group’s debts but then again 
we did not expect big things. At the end of the afternoon, 
we hiked up a VERY STEEP cliff back to our cars.  
 Some of our members felt the steep hike would 
be too much so chose to spend time, instead, in Maxan 
Creek where the children had a great time catching tad-
poles and frogs.  We hope Doug will take us back again 
at another time.  
 Our last scheduled trip of the season was on 
September 8th. It was a special treat for our group as the 
Wagonmasters Ian McEwen and Doug Mack are certainly 
masters. The trip was to the Taltapin Lake area. 
 We started off at an old site well known to our 
wagonmasters. Then we were asked if we wanted to go 
to a another known site or try exploring a new road that 
had been opened up. We chose to explore and were very 
glad we had made that decision. As first on site, we found 
wonderful pieces of Common Opal, very colourful Jasper, 
and lots of Agates, many of which are banded. Ian found 
a piece of Moss Agate! We are hoping some of us will find 
our agates are Moss Agate when we get the chance to 
cut them up. As a finale to the trip, they took us up a 
nearby road that led to an enormous abandoned gravel 
pit with agates strewn all over the mounds of gravel. 
 Although it was a dreary, wet, chilly day, the en-
thusiasm was high. The finds were great and Ian and 
Doug taught us a lot, both about rock structures and what 
to look for. The whole day was a special treat! Thanks Ian 
and Doug! 
 

Charlie’s Conglomerates 
By Mary Warko 
 
 Charlie Beatty, at age 87, is Lakes District Rock & 
Gem Club’s most senior member. He can hike almost 
anywhere and still swings a pick but as he says "not like I 
used to". This spring Charlie volunteered to act as Wagon
-master for one of our trips. We went to a portion of one of 
his properties where the landscape is full of conglomerate 
rocks. 
 Charlie bought this Quarter Section (160 acres) of 
land in the 1950's. A beaver claimed about one-third of 
the land. Charlie was unable to have the gnawing pest. 
His former hay-field is now a beaver pond.  
 In 1969-1972, Charlie logged the land. After that 
is was burned. The burned bare land revealed acres of 
conglomerate rocks composed of nodules of Quartz, 
Quartzite, Jasper, and Agate. The fire turned some of the 
agates a pink colour.  
 It was these conglomerates that caught the atten-
tion of several of our members this spring and we spent 
an afternoon digging for them then breaking them up to 
release the nodules. Since then some of these nodules 
have been tumbled to produce highly polished colourful 
stones. 
 It was a very interesting and productive after-
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Taltapin Lake Boat Trip 
Wednesday May 22nd, 2002 
 
 It was a cool, overcast morning, the sort of morn-
ing that could become wet or stay dry. Seven members of 
the Lakes District Rock and Gem Club, armed with 
bagged lunches, rubber boots, life jackets, and warm 
clothing, met at Lakeview Mall to head out to Taltapin 
Lake.  
 We took Babine Road to a boat launching site on 
the lake. Ernie and Charlie launched Ernie’s River Boat 
powered by two 60 hp outboard motors into the lake. We 
loaded up and headed to a 20 year old landslide area, 
known for agates, 8 miles up the lake.  
 The water was calm as we slipped out of the 
launch site. Charlie gave the final push and just made it 
onto the bow before we moved out. The motor started 
chugging and we were off, slowly at first, then with more 
gusto as the trip progressed. On our way up the lake we 
saw a moose in a clear cut and not too far away, a bear 
with three cubs.  
 There were still ice splotches floating on the lake 
and patches of snow all up the landslide area. In some 
spots it was two feet deep. RK braved the jump onto land 
to tie the boat but the beach was not there so he landed 
in the water and got his boots full. (Also a wet bum) Once 
the boat was tied up, we snaked up the bank until we 
came to an area where a new, very muddy road, was be-
ing pushed through. Although there was no snow on the 
road itself, there was plenty on both roadsides so rock 
finding was difficult and we found next to nothing. In one 
area of the road, a spring had popped up creating quite a 
hole for itself to bubble through. That was neat. 
 After walking for a while, we descended the bank 
and headed back to the boat. On our return trip, we saw 
some caribou in a clear cut and, later, a huge grizzly bear 
up a side road. Ernie stopped the boat near the Taltapin 
Dam which is used by the fisheries department to supply 
water to the Pinkut Spawning grounds. It was here that 
we built a campfire (to warm up by) and stopped for 
lunch. 
 It was a great day. For most of us, it was the first 
time we had ever been on a river boat and the first time 
we had ever travelled up Taltapin Lake. The fact that the 
snow was too deep for rock-hounding didn’t matter at all. 
We will visit the area again when the snow has gone. 
 

Nicomen Plateau -Aug. 24/25,2002 

By Ron Wade, Surrey Surrey Rockhound Club 
 
 Rockhounds left Boston Bar, under the leadership 
of Randal DeFehr, at about 10:00 AM Aug. 24th. Exiting 
Highway onto Ainsle Creek North Road the party travelled 
the obligatory dusty road of r'hounds to the campsite at 
about km 30. 
 There were about nine vehicles of r'hounds that 
day which descended upon Cam Bacon's claim at about 
km 40. R'hounds dispersed in all directions. Many fol-
lowed the west side road, others ascended the slopes 
and a few proceeded along the main road. 
 The main road was blocked by a slumped em-
bankment slide at about km 43. As a result Saturday's 
activities were restricted to the lower regions. 
 The lower region, after two days collecting, pro-
duced numerous red skinned agates of various shapes 
and sizes up to that of a baseball. Geodes and solid seam 
agate was collected as well. Much of the agate was 
banded. 
 One notable find was a large, about 25 cm in di-
ameter, zeolite excised by Gary Richards. A portion of the 
zeolite contained pale amethyst crystals. 
 Late Saturday afternoon many r'hounds returned 
from whence they came. The rest of us settled into an 
evening of relaxation and discussions of, you guessed it, 
rocks and rock hounding. 
 Sunday some hounds returned to the same site 
to collect. But four vehicles returned to the slide. With the 
usual r'hound enthusiasm the large root balled bushes 
sucummed to Randolf's Toyota Land Cruisers pulling 
power and were moved to the side of the road. Other in-
trepid souls used r'hounding tools to 'level' the slide. 
 Three 4x4's crossed over the slide and pro-
ceeded to the Zakwiski collection area. Rather than going 
to the traditional digging area we took the left fork leading 
to 
the distant ridges about 2 km away. 
 The ridges produced more red skinned and seam 
agate- Some reds were dug from 'potato patches' that 
David Capstick had been told about. 
 A quick stop at the traditional dig area, then 
homebound. 
 It should be noted that the slide may precipitate a 
road washout and that there was active logging resulting 
in new roads to investigate. If the logging continues 
maybe the loggers may repair the slide area. 
 This report is rather vague since I was not aware 
that I would be asked to make 
a report, thus accurate distances were not noted nor a 
detailed summary of collected 
material was made. 
Never the less the area is great area to camp in and col-
lect 
 
A blonde was sitting in a law class when the professor 
asked her if she knew what the Roe vs. Wade decision 
was. She sat there for quite a while pondering this very 
profound question and finally sighed and said:  
 "I think that is the decision George Washington 
made prior to crossing the Delaware 
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Surrey Rockhound Club 
 
 Our school visiting program starts again in Octo-
ber. 
After reading Bill Wardle's report about last year we can 
only anticipate that we'll be busy again this year. A won-
derful program and dedicated volunteers who help out! 
 Sounds like the picnic in August was a roaring 
success. A great way to start out a new year. September 
brings, in addition to our executive elections, the possibil-
ity of a speaker who will do a Show and Tell on rough opal 
and Burmese Jade. At press time, this was not finalized, 
so just in case it doesn't work out, we are asking those 
who were at Summer Camp to bring some of their finds to 
share with the rest of us. Even if you couldn't make it to 
Summer Camp, but you went rockhounding elsewhere, 
bring your finds along and tell us about them. We're 
always interested. 
 
Shop Coordinator's Report for the Year from 
October to July 15. 
By Bill Wardell 
 
 It gives me great pleasure and much satisfaction 
to 
report as follows: 
 A total of 1,010 students were instructed and 276 
adults and teachers assisted in the program. This is a 
three-fold increase over last year. This brings us to nearly 
our maximum as we will not expand one day a week. 
I am very proud of this terrific program and I wish to pub-
licly acknowledge all those taking part in this wonderful 
way to introduce young people to the world of rocks and 
fossils. These are the members who gave their Wednes-
day mornings with unstinting loyalty last year. My 
"Professors" who came out and demonstrated their 
work are: 
Elmer Clarke                 Len Rothwell 
Alice Clarke                   Don Wolfe 
Rudy Zimmerman           Norma Wolfe 
Leo Dery                   Tom Reid 
John Modonese               Hannah Aldred 
Bill Williams                      Dorothy Wardle 
Harry Cook                  Laverne Thompson 
Many thanks to all who participated in any way. 
 
Letters from the Students: 
 
Dear Surrey Rockhounders: 
Thanks for letting us come and see how you polish and 
 make things out of rocks. My favorite part was when I 
 saw the fossils because I want to be a palaentologist 
 when I grow up. 
Donald 
                         
Thank you for entertaining us and teaching us about 
jewles rocks and stones. By the way your bear and tiger 
teeth were cool. 
Wow Awsem Great Terifk 
Sarah Legan 
                   
 Dear Rockhounds: 

favorite parts are when I saw the pink ice earings, the 
opals, the tumbler that makes the rocks shine, the 
mammoth tusk and the sedimentry rocks. Oh, and how 
much do the pink ice earings cost? 
From Yasmin 
 
Dear Elmer: 
I like all of the things you showed me and my group. I 
like how you put your stick on the wax stuff. I think that 
if I worked there I would be doing that to. Maybe I 
would go back and see you next time. Enjoy! 
Signed Debra 
Chow for now! 
 
Dear Rockhound Club: 
Thank you for showing us all those things. I liked the 
Jewelry guy and the tree making woman. But hey, I liked 
them all. Thank you for showing your work and good 
luck to all of you! 
 Your friend Agata 
 
Dear Rockhound Club: 
Thank you for inviting us to your workshop. I like the 
way you wet the rocks and made them show nice colors. 
I also like the way you made jewelry and the way you 
used the tumbler for polishing the rocks. I don't like the 
smell of the oil at the diamond saw. 
 Thank you Kyle 
 
Dear Alice dark: 
Your little exhibit was one of my favorites. I loved all the 
fossils and information about it. I like the dinosaur bone 
that you let me hold. I liked the inside of the dinosaur 
stomach, it felt weird. Thank you for volunteering. 
From Sarah Tran 
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decided to check out something called the ‘telephone pole 
road’. It was very steep road and had us all huffing and 
puffing, trying to walk it.  However, it turned out to be 
much overgrown and changed since the last time the club 
was out that way.  Some of us turned back and some of 
us were not ready to go home, so Am, Lui and Blaine 
went to the top of this road to see what they could see. 
Nothing! 
 So that was the end of our trip, but as Ivan said, 
"At least we know where not to go." 
 

MINERAL CLEANING TIPS 

 Selenite specimens can be cleaned by brushing 
gently with household ammonia and rinsing quickly in 
COLD water. Note: Hot water will destroy them. 
Manual car washes are good places to clean large speci-
mens that are not fragile. The spray will clean out all of 
the nooks and crannies. 
 Many  collectors  use  hydrochloric  acid 
(muriatic) to clean quartz crystals. This cleans the crystal 
but leaves a residue of ferric acid. 
 Tartaric acid will clean as well and makes clean-
ing easier.  Put a spoonful of crystals in water and im-
merse the specimen. Add more if  needed. 
To clean iron stains from quartz crystals, dissolve some 
calcite crystals in muriatic acid and use the solution to 
clean your quartz crystals. 
From The Pebble Press 

Richmond Gem & Mineral Club 
 
Four Brothers Mountain Field Trip Report 
By Deanna Brown 
 
 We had great weather for our trip to Four Broth-
ers Mountain. We met, as usual, at the Bridal Falls Res-
taurant at 9:00 am.  
 Those who attended were myself (Deanna 
Brown), Ivan Leversage, Am Hamelin, Blaine Bickel, Dar-
lene and Rene Perillat, and Louis Kerpan. If I missed any-
one, please forgive me as I lost my original list of names. 
 When I say we had great weather, I don't neces-
sarily mean great weather for rock hunting! Some of us 
found it a little too hot, but we had a nice time anyway. 
We were looking for quartz crystals, which Am and Ivan 
informed 
us they used to find in this area years ago. There ha been 
a rockslide and some work (bulldozers) done in the area 
so much of it had changed. 
 While we didn't make any great finds, I think 
we all came away with at least a crystal or something. Am 
found a fist sized creamy/orange crystal and I found two 
very large boulders with lovely clear crystals imbedded in 
them.  Apparently there was also one large one at the top 
near the waterfall with some large clear crystals in them, 
(not removable), but I didn't see it as I was too busy trying 
to extract some crystals from my boulder with help 
from Lui and Ivan. 
 At noon we took a break and had lunch. Then we  
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Ripple Rock Gem & Mineral Club 
 
 The last meeting of the Ripple Rock Club before 
the summer break was held on Friday June 14. There 
were 28 members and 2 guests present. We welcomed 
Graham and Gina Beard from Qualicum Beach. 
 Several committee heads gave a brief report. 
Show Chair Emily has received confirmations re cases, 
demos and dealers for our September show. Our wagon-
masters have earned a well deserved break. Shop fore-
man Rudy has asked members to remove their personal 
rocks as a summer cleanup will take place. 
 Members discussed possibilities re purchase of a 
lapping machine or a tumbler or other useful  machines. 
 Thanks to Michel for donation of opal cabs for our 
in-house draw and to Tracey for two lovely vases. She 
constructed a beautiful arrangement before our very eyes! 
 Members were reminded of a display of machines 
and information for the sight-impaired put on by the Cana-
dian Institute for the Blind at the Lion’s Den on June 18.  
 Following coffee and goodies, Graham Beard 
treated us to some excellent slides on “New Discoveries 
of Fossils on Vancouver Island.” The sites included Shel-
ter Point, Puntledge River, Trent River, Englishman River 
and Black Creek where the new highway is plus Gra-
ham’s all time favourite Hornby Island, where he has col-
lected for over 40 years. 
 Many thanks for such an informative and interest-
ing display. 

 The workshop reopened on Tuesday Septem-

ber 3 and the hours will remain as usual, Tuesday 7-9 

and Friday 3-5 . Gordon is willing to start a begin-

ner’s class on cabbing Thursday mornings if there is 

an interest so please let him know. 

 Emily will be offering a class in November 

(date to be announced) Participants can choose one 

of three items to make for Christmas gifts! 

 A visit to the shop revealed the hard work 

that has been done and I know it wasn’t the shoe-

maker’s elves. I’m pretty sure it was our own elves 

Rudy and Charlie and Kevin who have painted, 

scrubbed, built and organized. There is a place for 

everything and everything is in its’ place. We are so 

fortunate to have such talented and hard working 

guys!   
Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 
Mead Creek, Monday September 16 
Laurel stone will be the focus of our day to Meade Creek 
on September 16. We will meet at Charlie Hallstrom’s 
shop at 3906 South Island Highway. We will then car pool  
to Lake Cowichan, about a three-hour drive. We will 
spend three or four hours looking for laurel stone and 
then return home with a possible stop for dinner. (Dutch) 
 Please bring your own lunch. 
 Water levels should be low but waders or boots 
or an extra pair of shoes are recommended. Bring a walk-
ing stick and a rock pack as we will be walking a stream 
bed. This is an easy go at your own pace trip. 

Mt. Washington Field Trip 
 This trip was held on August 3. A small group of 
Campbell River/Courtenay members met at the Hamm 
Road connector and then it was on to the Cranberry Lane 
cut off and so up the winding road. It was quite a good 
road with only a few swales and some rough spots to the 
back side slopes of the Mt. Washington mine site. 
 In spite of a quite dense cloud cover the view 
down to Campbell River and the end of Quadra Island 
was fantastic. They were basking in blue sky and sun-
shine while we had clouds, a couple of sharp showers 
and even a bit of hail. 
 Mounds of earth with widely scattered tufts of 
grass lead to a rocky slope and outcroppings of solid 
rock. They are burnt orange to almost black in colour with 
quartz outcroppings and the most interesting vugs or 
holes to explore. Some members explored the holes while 
others found areas that had been blown, recovering vari-
ous sized rocks full of crystals. 
 It was a very successful day with everyone col-
lecting some good specimens. Many thanks to our lead-
ers Lewis and Jack. 
A SCINTILLATING SOCIAL SEASON on the ISLAND 
COURTRNAY CLUB ANNUAL POT LUCK PICNIC 
 Courtenay Club held their annual BBQ picnic at 
the home of Jack and Jan Boyes on Tuesday June 18. 
There were 28 in attendance and we all enjoyed the usual 
fine fare. The weather had been very unsettled all day, 
but the sun came out at long last. We enjoyed a recitation 
of “Dangerous Dan McGrew”  by Adrian Pitre. It was a 
great start to a summer of fun. 
PORT ALBERNI CLUB PICNIC 
 Port’s annual picnic was held on July 14 at the 
home of Bob and Brenda Meyer. The BBQ luncheon was 
sandwiched in between some ferocious games of Bocci 
and a wonderfully spacious back yard made it quite a 
challenge. Lunch ended with a birthday cake for Parks-
ville member Marian Barclay and then it was back to the 
Bocci. A grudge match  between Karl and Shelly that had 
lingered from last year’s picnic was finally settled. (Shelly 
won!) It was a very pleasant afternoon with good food, 
good fun and good friends.  
CAMPBELL RIVER CLUB PICNIC 
 Ripple Rock Club held their annual picnic on Au-
gust 11 at the home of Charlie and Lena. About 40 mem-
bers including guests from Parksville, Courtenay and Port 
Alberni attended. Ripple Rock members were especially 
pleased to have a visit with Vins and Barbara Holbrook, 
our members who now live in Salmon Arm.  
 Charlie’s shop was set up with a huge table to 
hold the mass of food while outside Rudy and Charlie bar-
becued the burgers and cold drinks and coffee were 
nearby.  
 After lunch it was a case of “Let the Games Be-
gin!” A rousing game of Frisbee Golf  began with ten origi-
nal holes that had to be lowered to nine when we were in 
danger of annihilating spectators.The object was to hit the 
tree trunk and points were added on for hitting branches, 
apples, plums or cars and the ultimate faux pas – landing 
it in the duck pond. I believe the first game score included 
three apples, two plums, a car, a van and several duck-
ings in the pond. 
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 The afternoon progressed with several more 
games as well as some of washer toss and lots of time to 
visit.  
 A perfect picnic with many thanks to Charlie and 
Lena, the perfect host and hostess.  

NORTH TO ALASKA (Well not really, just to Port 
Hardy) 
 A mixed group of 12 members from Campbell 
River, Courtenay, Port Alberni and Parksville had a mini-
holiday in early August. We drove north meeting at Char-
lie’s place in Sayward for lunch and then on to Port 
Hardy. We pot lucked our first supper and planned our 
strategy re field trips. 
 Of course “Merry Widow” was a first choice and 
next morning we were off. The road was surprisingly good 
with a few rocky sections. A most helpful grader driver 
waved us into his cranny at the side of the road while two 
logging trucks went by and then it was clear sailing to the 
top.  
 On arrival we all scattered in various directions. It 
really is a gem of a spot. Tall, tall evergreens are inter-
spersed with numerous cedar snags and bushy alders are 
on the lower reaches. There are mountains of rocks and 
boulders with dry logs at the base. There are daisies in 
clumps and singly and lovely pink columbine.  Wild white 
yarrow grows there and green moss and lacy silver gray 
shagdom moss as well as Indian paint brush. It was windy 
with a sort of low mist, but not really raining.  
 Rocks, did you say rocks???  Oh yes, there were 
rocks – calcite, magnetite, green and red garnet, actino-
lite, malachite, azurite and porphry. Karl’s piece with all 
three (actinolite, malachite and azurite) was the find of the 
day with Max” favourite porphry a close second.  
 Part way down the mountain is that great whack-
ing deep pit with water at the bottom of a long steep slope 
that leads down. Lang and Lewis found some choice 
quartz crystals, calcite crystals and pyrite cubes. While 
the rest of the group searched the slopes at the top, Jan, 
clever girl, soaked her feet!  
 Across the valley at this height, the roads are visi-
ble – zig-zag roads, parallel roads, roads that spring up 
and pop up seeming to start and stop at will all over the 
opposite side. 
 We paid a visit to the “Devil’s Bath” and the 
“Eternal Fountain” on the way back to the campsite. It 
was a very successful day with many thanks to Max, the 
leader of the band for this occasion.  
 On Friday, we visited Telegraph Cove and par-
took of the excellent halibut for lunch. Several of the guys 
went on to Bonanza Lake for marble and gordonite while 
we ladies escorted by two gentlemen visited Port McNeill 
and boosted their economy quite nicely.  
 All too soon it was Saturday and time to head 
home with a mandatory stop at Charlies in Sayward for 
lunch.  
 It was a great time. You can’t miss with the good 
company we keep. 
 
There are a lot of folks who can't understand how we 
came to have an oil shortage here in Canada.  
Well, there's a very simple answer......  
Nobody bothered to check the oil. 
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Club Shows 
 
Fraser Valley Rock & Gem 
September 28 & 29,2002, 
Old Age pensioners hall,  
273 St., Aldergrove, B.C. 
 Sat. & Sun. 10 am - 5 pm 
 
Richmond Gem & Mineral Club 
September 28 & 29, 2002,  
Richmond Cultural Centre, 
 7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond. 
Sat & Sun 10 am - 5 pm 
 
Ripple Rock Gem & Mineral Club 
September 28 & 29,2002,  
Navy League Hall, 911 13th Ave, Campbell River, B.C. 
Sat.  10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 10 am - 5 pm 
 
1120 Rock Club 
October 17,18 & 19,2002,  
Capri Centre Mall, 1835 Gordon Dr, Kelowna, B.C. 
Thurs-Fri 9 am - 9 pm. Sat 9 am - 5:30 pm 
 
Burnaby Laphounds Club 
Oct 19 & 20, 2002.  
Bonsor Recreation Centre,  
6550 Bonsor Ave, Burnaby, B.C. 
Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 10 am - 4:30 pm 
 
Port Moody Rock & Gem Club 
Oct 26 & 27,2002. Kyle Centre,  
125 Kyle St,  Port Moody. B. C. 

Club Show Information 
 
The Lapidary Society maintains a web page on the inter-
net to advertise the B.C. Gem Show and the shows of the 
member clubs. To have your clubs show information on 
the web page and in the Rockhounder I need to have the 
following information: 
 

   Name of club organizing the event 

 Dates of show 

 Official name of Show 

 Location of show (building, street, town) 

 Show times (for each day). 

 Show highlights and activities. Also specify focus 
(lapidary, mineral, faceting, Jewellery etc.).  

 Admission fees. 

 Contacts (show chair etc.). Provide a phone number, 
mailing address or an e-mail address. 

 
Please send information to: 
Win Robertson 
6 - 2401 Ord Road 
Kamloops, BC V2B 7V8 
E mail: winrob@shaw.ca 
  
I would appreciate the information for the spring 2003 
shows to place in the next issue of the Rockhounder by 
Dec. 1/02  

3005 - HOT SPRINGS RD. 
AGASSIZ, B.C. 
V0M 1A0 
 
Tel. 604-796-3118 
Evens. 604-796-2403 


